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1. If the Board permitted dentists to advertise as “specialists” in areas of practice that 
are not one of the nine areas of practice recognized by the ADA as a specialty area: 

a. How should the Board determine which additional areas of practice qualify as 
a “specialty?” 

b. How should the Board determine in which additional areas of practice a 
dentist may advertise as a specialist? 

c. If the Board limited the additional areas of specialty to areas of practice 
recognized by certifying boards, what requirements should the certifying 
boards in the “new” specialty areas meet?  What requirements should a 
dentist meet to advertise as a specialist in an area of practice recognized by a 
certifying board? 
 
 

2. What is the difference between the term “specialist” and the term “board certified?” 
a. What training or experience is implied by the term “specialist?” 
b. What training or experience is implied by the term “board certified?” 
 
 

3. What is the minimum training or qualifications that a dentist should meet to advertise 
as a specialist? In an ADA-recognized specialty area? In an area of practice 
recognized by a certifying board?  In an area of practice not recognized as a 
specialty by ADA or a certifying board? 
 
 

4. What is the best way to protect the public from misunderstanding the credentials of a 
dentist whose practice is limited to a particular area of practice and who wishes to 
advertise as a “specialist” in that area of practice? 
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5. If you hold a board certification in an area of practice that is not recognized by ADA 

as a specialty area, what are the requirements to obtain certification?  What are the 
levels of certification?  What are the requirements to maintain certification? 
 
 

6. If a dentist advertises as a specialist in an area of practice that is not recognized by 
the ADA as a specialty area, should the dentist advertise as a “specialist” or as 
“board certified?” 
 
 

7. If the Board permitted certain advertising with a “disclaimer,” should the disclaimer 
be utilized: 

a. When an area of practice is not recognized by the Board as a specialty area 
EX: “Dr. Doe specializes in ABC dentistry.  ABC dentistry is not 
recognized as a dental specialty area by the Texas State Board of Dental 
Examiners”; or 

b. When a dentist is not qualified as a “specialist” in an area of practice that is 
recognized as a specialty area by the Board? 

EX1: “Dr. Doe specializes in ABC dentistry.  Dr. Doe does not meet 
specialist requirements of the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners.”  
EX2: “Dr. Doe specializes in ABC dentistry. Dr. Doe is not board-certified 
in ABC dentistry by a board that is recognized by the Texas State Board of 
Dental Examiners.” 

 






