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Dear Lara,

Welcome to the July issue of the TSBDE newsletter! We are employing
some new communication channels to keep our licensees informed. We
will send you a newsletter approximately 4 times a year with important
information including proposed and adopted changes to laws and rules as
well as tips to keep you in compliance with them. We will be using our
Facebook page to update you in between newsletters. We hope that you
will find the information useful.

May Board Meeting Update

Dental Hygienists' Use of Lasers

On May 29, 2015, the Board voted to adopt amendments to rule 115.2,
concerning the permitted duties of a dental hygienist. The focus of these
amendments was to provide specific requirements for the use of lasers by
dental hygienists. Staff drafted the rule amendments after holding several
stakeholder meetings concerning the use of lasers by hygienists.

The rule provides that hygienists may use lasers in the practice of dental
hygiene under the direct supervision of a dentist so long as they do not
perform any procedure that is irreversible or involves the intentional
cutting of soft or hard tissue. A hygienist's use of lasers must be in
accordance with the minimum standard of care and limited to the
hygienist's scope of practice.

The rule sets out the continuing education requirements needed in order
for a hygienist to use a laser. A hygienist must take 12 hours of in-person
continuing education in laser utilization specific to the procedures to be
performed by the hygienist using the laser. For instance, if a hygienist is
using a laser as adjunctive treatment to scaling and root planing, the
hygienist must obtain continuing education specific to that treatment. The
12 hours of continuing education must also include 3 hours of clinical
simulation laser training similar to the procedures to be performed by the
hygienist. The continuing education courses must be provided by a
Board-approved provider. A dentist who supervises a hygienist in the use
of lasers must obtain equivalent training.

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1121380445059&format=htmI|&printFrame=true 13


http://www.tsbde.state.tx.us/
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1120587253277&id=preview
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/OC/htm/OC.251.htm
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=5&ch=115&rl=2
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=3&ti=22&pt=5
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=6qbjdutab&v=0011yfyIBi0NNouImC_mC3QWSnIT3lafIjCOdivqXKUcXV1-OAqRJ5bZVbm46hkwvSdYjB2SxaIn4kv7thwyw2MBCpQkpO8nori5vRw78orSkndIG0Tto4I0LlNYt0KVA6qrxt-_cQPhe8Q_6r0wiP0am7QmCFfTn6Z7gcLYXa7EodQaoaAyGSZYlJpkEONdmcMvmxAApQP6PgJA-sd7JMgVu4zvH5ZClhPIxA5ueOGHgZSfcBxnLAI97qLnJJSHskusRDm3NPH7qYsj8su5zSu7ZkQMg0NEbtuhBCYR97KDOKN0D8d_Ub46YPMf1l0-xUKt6BTe7rtv0c8qCQss76Vx4RYPyskZKdHXMPY8_7bJDGQzikmpL28A5mTJ-DglVKT95DfNSnSBcs%3D&id=preview
https://www.facebook.com/texasstateboardofdentistry

7/30/2015

Texas State Board of Dental Examiners Newsletter - Dentists' Edition

Hygienists and dentists do not need to submit proof of continuing
education to the Board but should be able to provide proof of completion
upon request. Continuing education taken prior to the adoption of this rule
will fulfill the continuing education requirement of the rule so long as it
complies with the requirements set out in section (b)(1).

Click here for the full rule language. The amendments to the rule went
into effect on June 23, 2015.

Fee changes for current licensees and new applicants will be proposed
and possibly adopted by the Board before the end of 2015. These
changes could affect annual renewal fees and initial licensure fees.

Some of these changes come as a result of the 84th Legislative Session.
More details on the proposal and adoption of a new Fee Schedule and the
effective date of any fee changes will be published on the Texas
Secretary of State Texas Register Website and/or the TSBDE

website before the end of the year.

From the Office of the Dental Director - Dr. Bell

We all wrote perfect progress notes at some point, and our last perfect
patient progress note might just be back at our dental school alma mater.
After graduation, I'm betting your documentation began evolving rather
quickly, I know mine did. See below for a quick refresher on TSBDE
required documentation, the details of which reside in sections (a), (b),
and (c) of TSBDE rule 108.8. The latter part of that rule, sections (d),
(e), and (f), explains who owns the records, how to transfer that
ownership, and when/ how to provide records to your patients upon their
request. Those sections will not be covered in this summary. The bolded
items below represent the most missed/neglected areas of submitted
records.

108.8(a) defines what constitutes a dental record, pretty simple.

Rule 108.8(b) tells us dental records must be kept for a minimum of 5
years, and goes on to say that even if you don't render any services for
the patient, you still must document the four items below:

(1) Patient's name.

(2) Date of visit.

(3) Reason for visit.

(4) Vital signs. If the patient is over age 12***, yes vital signs are
required at EVERY visit whether you treat the patient or not. Who knew?
If you do not obtain the patient’s vital signs, you must indicate why
you did not include them. ***There are some treatment scenarios in
which it would be below the standard of care not to take vital signs on a
patient who is less than 12.

If you do render services, then rule 108.8(c) tells us what additional
documentation is needed.

(1) Written review of the patient's medical history.

(2) Findings and charting of clinical and radiographic oral examination.
(3) Diagnosis(es).

(4) Treatment plan, recommendation, and options.

Yes, options. According to this rule there should be at least one
alternate treatment plan, even if it's just, "No treatment." Make sure the
patient is aware of the documented alternate treatment options.

(5) Treatment provided.

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1121380445059&format=htmI|&printFrame=true

2/3


http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=5&ch=115&rl=2
http://tsbde.state.tx.us/
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=5&ch=108&rl=8

7/30/2015

Forward this email

Ea” SafeUnsubscribe

Texas State Board of Dental Examiners Newsletter - Dentists' Edition

(6) Medication and dosages given to patient during the appointment (local
anesthetic, premed, sedation meds, etc.).

(7) Complications must be documented.

(8) Written informed consent (see rule 108.7(6)).

(9) Documentation of any prescription medicine dispensed, administered,
or prescribed.

(10) You must maintain drug records in accordance to the Texas
Controlled Substances Act.

(11) Confirmable ID of provider dentist, and confirmable
identification of the person making the entry if different from the
provider dentist. Make sure someone outside of your office could
confirm the ID of provider. A code such as DDS 003 does not tell us who
treated the patient, unless the key is provided.

(12) When any of the items above (1-11) are NOT included, you must
document why those items are not included.

As you can see from the summary above, a note that reads, "03-03-2015
Lido. Crown prep #4. NV:Seat crown," does not meet the standard. A
little more time documenting could pay off significantly if your treatment of
a patient is ever questioned.

As a disclaimer, | am not an attorney and | most certainly am not your
attorney, so please do not consider this legal advice.
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