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NOTICE OF STAKEHOLDER MEETING 
22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE 108.54 

 

Texas State Board of Dental Examiners 
Notice of Stakeholder Meeting 
March 2, 2016 

   
Staff of the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners will convene a stakeholder meeting to 
provide interested persons an opportunity to address board staff regarding 22 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 108, Subchapter A, Rule 108.54, Advertising of Specialties. 
 
The current rule 108.54 addresses which areas of dental practice may be considered “specialty 
areas” of dental practice for the purposes of advertising.  At the February 26, 2016, board 
meeting, the board directed staff to convene a stakeholder meeting to consider the criteria the 
board could use if it considered the unique qualifications of individual licensees to advertise as 
specialists, rather than specifying which areas of practice are subject to advertising as specialty 
areas. 
 
On May 12, 2015, Staff convened its first stakeholder meeting concerning rule 108.54.   
On August 7 2015, Staff convened its second stakeholder meeting concerning rule 108.54.  On 
October 23, 2015, Staff convened is third stakeholder meeting concerning rule 108.54. 
 
Staff will convene a fourth stakeholder meeting regarding this rule on: 
Thursday, March 31, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. 

Tower 2, Room 500 

William P. Hobby Jr. Building 

333 Guadalupe Street 

Austin, Texas, 78701 
 

Additional materials will be distributed on or before March 18, 2016. 
 
Stakeholders may also submit informal input by email to stakeholders@tsbde.texas.gov.   
 
Should the Board vote to propose an amendment to Rule 108.54 in the future, the proposal 
would be published in the Texas Register for a formal public comment period.   
 
Persons who have special communication or other accommodation needs who are planning to 
attend the stakeholder meeting should contact Cristabel Bodden, at cbodden@tsbde.texas.gov 
or (512) 305-9332.  Arrangements should be made as far in advance as possible. 
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<<Prev Rule
Texas Administrative Code

Next Rule>>

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS
PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS
CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION
RULE §108.54 Advertising of Specialties

(a) Recognized Specialties. A dentist may advertise as a specialist or use the terms "specialty" or
"specialist" to describe professional services in recognized specialty areas that are:

  (1) recognized by a board that certifies specialists in the area of specialty; and

  (2) accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association.

(b) The following are recognized specialty areas and meet the requirements of subsection (a)(1) and (2)
of this section:

  (1) Endodontics;

  (2) Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery;

  (3) Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics;

  (4) Pediatric Dentistry;

  (5) Periodontics;

  (6) Prosthodontics;

  (7) Dental Public Health;

  (8) Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology; and

  (9) Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology.

(c) A dentist who wishes to advertise as a specialist or a multiplespecialist in one or more recognized
specialty areas under subsection (a)(1) and (2) and subsection (b)(1)  (9) of this section shall meet the
criteria in one or more of the following categories:

  (1) Educationally qualified is a dentist who has successfully completed an educational program of two
or more years in a specialty area accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American
Dental Association, as specified by the Council on Dental Education of the American Dental
Association.

  (2) Board certified is a dentist who has met the requirements of a specialty board referenced in
subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this section, and who has received a certificate from the specialty board,
indicating the dentist has achieved diplomate status, or has complied with the provisions of §108.56(a)
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and (b) of this subchapter (relating to Certifications, Degrees, Fellowships, Memberships and Other
Credentials).

  (3) A dentist is authorized to use the term 'board certified' in any advertising for his/her practice only if
the specialty board that conferred the certification is referenced in subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this
section, or the dentist complies with the provisions of §108.56(a) and (b) of this subchapter.

(d) Dentists who choose to communicate specialization in a recognized specialty area as set forth in
subsection (b)(1)  (9) of this section should use "specialist in" or "practice limited to" and should limit
their practice exclusively to the advertised specialty area(s) of dental practice. Dentists may also state
that the specialization is an "ADA recognized specialty." At the time of the communication, such
dentists must have met the current educational requirements and standards set forth by the American
Dental Association for each approved specialty. A dentist shall not communicate or imply that he/she is
a specialist when providing specialty services, whether in a general or specialty practice, if he or she has
not received a certification from an accredited institution. The burden of responsibility is on the practice
owner to avoid any inference that those in the practice who are general practitioners are specialists as
identified in subsection (b)(1)  (9) of this section.

Source Note: The provisions of this §108.54 adopted to be effective May 1, 2013, 37 TexReg 9637

Next Page       Previous Page

        List of Titles                   Back to List          

| | |
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<<Prev Rule
Texas Administrative Code

Next Rule>>

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS
PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS
CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION
RULE §108.55 Advertising for General Dentists

(a) A dentist whose license is not limited to the practice of an ADA recognized specialty identified
under §108.54(b)(1)  (9) of this subchapter (relating to Advertising of Specialties), may advertise that
the dentist performs dental services in those specialty areas of practice, but only if the advertisement
also includes a clear disclosure that he/she is a general dentist.

(b) Any advertisement of any specific dental service or services by a general dentist shall include the
notation "General Dentist" or "General Dentistry" directly after the name of the dentist. The notation
shall be in a font size no smaller than the largest font size used to identify the specific dental services
being advertised. For example, a general dentist who advertises "ORTHODONTICS" and
"DENTURES" and/or "IMPLANTS" shall include a disclosure of "GENERAL DENTIST" or
"GENERAL DENTISTRY" in a font size no smaller than the largest font size used for terms
'orthodontics,' 'dentures' and/or 'implants.' Any form of broadcast advertising by a general dentist (radio,
television, promotional DVDs, etc) shall include either "General Dentist" or "General Dentistry" in a
clearly audible manner.

(c) A general dentist is not prohibited from listing services provided, so long as the listing does not
imply specialization. A listing of services provided shall be separate and clearly distinguishable from the
dentist's designation as a general dentist.

(d) The provisions of this rule shall not be required for professional business cards or professional
letterhead.

Source Note: The provisions of this §108.55 adopted to be effective May 1, 2013, 37 TexReg 9637

Next Page       Previous Page

        List of Titles                   Back to List          
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Figure: 22 TAC §108.56(b) 
 
For example: 
 
Jane Doe, DDS, General Dentist 
FAAD, Fellow Anytown Academy of Dentistry 
 
OR 
 
John Doe, DDS, General Dentist 
MACD, Master Anytown College of Dentists 
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<<Prev Rule
Texas Administrative Code

Next Rule>>

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS
PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS
CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION
RULE §108.56 Certifications, Degrees, Fellowships, Memberships and Other Credentials

(a) Dentists may advertise credentials earned in dentistry so long as they avoid any communications that
express or imply specialization in a recognized specialty, or specialization in an area of dentistry that is
not recognized as a specialty, or attainment of an earned academic degree.

(b) A listing of credentials shall be separate and clearly distinguishable from the dentist's designation as
a dentist. A listing of credentials may not occupy the same line as the dentist's name and designation as
a dentist. Any use of abbreviations to designate credentials shall be accompanied by a definition of the
acronym immediately following the credential.

Attached Graphic

(c) The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not be required in materials not intended for
business promotion or public dissemination, such as peertopeer communications.

Source Note: The provisions of this §108.56 adopted to be effective May 1, 2013, 38 TexReg 826

Next Page       Previous Page

        List of Titles                   Back to List          
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<<Prev Rule
Texas Administrative Code

Next Rule>>

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS
PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS
CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION
RULE §108.61 Grounds and Procedures for Disciplinary Action for Advertising Violations

(a) In accordance with the Board's statutory and regulatory authority authorizing disciplinary action and
denial of licensure for advertising violations as set forth in this subchapter, the Board may refuse to
issue or renew a license, may suspend or revoke a license, may issue a warning or reprimand, restrict or
impose conditions on the practice of a licensee or applicant for licensure. "Advertising violations"
consist of expressions explicitly or implicitly authorized by a licensee, or applicant for licensure, which
are false or misleading as otherwise referenced in this subchapter.

(b) A licensee or applicant for licensure explicitly or implicitly authorizes advertising when the
individual permits or fails to correct statements that are false or misleading. Failure to attempt to retract
or otherwise correct advertising violations as directed by the Board may constitute a willful violation of
these provisions and may be a separate and distinct independent violation of the Board's statutory or
regulatory authority. A willful violation of the Board's directive, may subject the licensee or applicant to
disciplinary action, nonrenewal or denial of licensure.

(c) When determining whether an "advertising violation" has occurred, the Board shall proceed in
accordance with due process and its statutory and regulatory provisions which govern investigations and
contested case proceedings.

Source Note: The provisions of this §108.61 adopted to be effective May 1, 2013, 37 TexReg 9637

Next Page       Previous Page

        List of Titles                   Back to List          
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APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE AS A SPECIALIST 
ALTERNATIVE TO 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE 108.54 

 
 
The current rules related to specialty advertising focus on whether or not an area of 
practice is a recognized specialty area.  Dentists may not advertise as specialists in 
areas of practice that are not recognized specialty areas. 
 
While this is a common approach in the regulation of specialty advertising by dental 
boards, an alternative to an “area of practice” based rule is for the board to consider an 
individual dentist’s qualifications as a specialist and to approve or deny that dentist as a 
specialist for the purposes of advertising. 
 
This would require a case-by-case consideration of a dentist’s unique qualifications and 
whether advertisement of that dentist as a specialist could be false, misleading, or 
deceptive to the public.  This consideration may involve review of formal education, 
informal education, membership and certifications, and other experience. 
 
An approval process of this sort could involve the creation of a board committee 
charged with reviewing applications for approval to advertise as a specialist in a 
particular area of practice.   
 
A stakeholder meeting may be appropriate for staff to confer with stakeholders as to the 
recommendation of appropriate criteria by which a board committee could assess a 
dentist’s qualifications to advertise as a specialist in the dentist’s chosen area(s) of 
practice.  The stakeholders could also consider advertising by dentists who have not 
obtained approval of the board to advertise as a specialist. 
 
Restrictions on advertising should be directly related to the protection of the public.  A 
process by which dentists could obtain board approval to advertise as a specialist 
should ensure that information provided to the public by dentists is not false, misleading, 
or deceptive, while permitting dentists to truthfully advertise their expertise. 
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22 Tex. Admin. Code 108.54. Advertising of Specialties.  

 

(a) Recognized Specialty Areas. For purposes of advertising, a recognized specialty area is an 

area of dental practice that is the subject of an education program of two or more years that is 

accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association.  

 

(b) Designation as a Recognized Specialty Area.  The board may approve areas of dental practice 

that do not meet the requirements of subsection (a) of this section as recognized specialty areas 

for the purposes of advertising.  

 

(c) Advertising in Recognized Specialty Areas – Education.  A dentist may advertise as a 

specialist in a recognized specialty area if he or she has successfully completed an education 

program of two or more years that is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of 

the American Dental Association in a recognized specialty area. 

 

(d) Advertising in Recognized Specialty Areas – Board Certification.  A dentist may advertise as 

a specialist in a recognized specialty area if he or she has met the requirements of a board that 

certifies specialists in a recognized specialty area and has received a certificate from the 

certifying board indicating that the dentist has achieved diplomate status. 

 

(e) Advertising in Recognized Specialty Areas – General Dentist.  A dentist who does not qualify 

to advertise as a specialist under subsection (c) or (d) of this section, may advertise that he or she 

provides dental services in recognized specialty areas, if the advertisement includes a clear 

disclosure that the services are provided by a general dentist and does not imply specialization. 

 

(f) Advertising in Areas Not Recognized as Specialty Areas – Specialist Disclosure.  A dentist 

may advertise as a specialist to describe dental services in areas of dental practice that are not 

recognized specialty areas under subsections (a) or (b) of this section if the advertisement 

includes in capital letters or some other manner clearly distinguishable from the rest of the 

advertisement the following statement: “_____ [NAME OF ANNOUNCED AREA OF 

DENTAL PRACTICE] IS NOT RECOGNIZED AS A SPECIALTY AREA BY THE TEXAS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS.”   

 

(g) Advertising in Areas Not Recognized as Specialty Areas – Non-specialists.  A dentist shall 

not communicate or imply that he or she is a specialist when providing dental services, if he or 

she has not met the requirements of subsections (c), (d), or (f) of this section.  A listing of 

services offered by a dentist does not communicate or imply that a dentist is a specialist in an 

area of practice that is not a recognized specialty area. 
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§ 108.55. Advertising for General Dentists.  

(a) Dentists who do not meet the requirements of section 108.54(c) or (d) to advertise as a 

specialist in a recognized specialty area, or who choose to advertise as a specialist in an area of 

practice that is not recognized as a specialty area under section 108.54(a) or (b), may advertise 

that the dentist performs dental services in the specific areas of practice, if the advertisement also 

includes a clear disclosure that he or she is a general dentist. 

(b) Any advertisement of any specific dental service or services by a general dentist shall include 

the notation "General Dentist" or "General Dentistry" directly after the name of the dentist. The 

notation shall be in a font size no smaller than the largest font size used to identify the specific 

dental services being advertised. For example, a general dentist who advertises 

"ORTHODONTICS" and "DENTURES" and/or "IMPLANTS" shall include a disclosure of 

"GENERAL DENTIST" or "GENERAL DENTISTRY" in a font size no smaller than the largest 

font size used for terms 'orthodontics,' 'dentures' and/or 'implants.' Any form of broadcast 

advertising by a general dentist (radio, television, promotional DVDs, etc) shall include either 

"General Dentist" or "General Dentistry" in a clearly audible manner. 

(c) A general dentist is not prohibited from listing services provided, so long as the listing does 

not imply specialization. A listing of services provided shall be separate and clearly 

distinguishable from the dentist's designation as a general dentist. 

(d) The provisions of this rule shall not be required for professional business cards or 

professional letterhead. 
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108.56 
 
(a) Dentists may advertise credentials earned in dentistry [ so long as they avoid any 
communications that express or imply specialization in a recognized specialty, or specialization 
in an area of dentistry that is not recognized as a specialty, or attainment of an earned academic 
degree]. 
 
(b) A listing of credentials shall be separate and clearly distinguishable from the dentist's 
designation as a dentist. A listing of credentials may not occupy the same line as the dentist's 
name and designation as a dentist. Any use of abbreviations to designate credentials shall be 
accompanied by a definition of the acronym immediately following the credential. 

Attached Graphic 

(c) The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not be required in materials not intended 
for business promotion or public dissemination, such as peer-to-peer communications. 
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§ 108.61. Grounds and Procedures for Disciplinary Action for Advertising Violations.   

(a) In accordance with the Board's statutory and regulatory authority authorizing 

disciplinary action and denial of licensure for advertising violations as set forth in this 

subchapter, the Board may refuse to issue or renew a license, may suspend or revoke a 

license, may issue a warning or reprimand, restrict or impose conditions on the practice of a 

licensee or applicant for licensure. "Advertising violations" consist of expressions explicitly 

or implicitly authorized by a licensee, or applicant for licensure, which are false or 

misleading as otherwise referenced in this subchapter. 

 

(b) A licensee or applicant for licensure explicitly or implicitly authorizes advertising when 

the individual permits or fails to correct statements that are false or misleading. Failure to 

attempt to retract or otherwise correct advertising violations as directed by the Board may 

constitute a willful violation of these provisions and may be a separate and distinct 

independent violation of the Board's statutory or regulatory authority. A willful violation of 

the Board's directive, may subject the licensee or applicant to disciplinary action, 

nonrenewal or denial of licensure. 

 

(c) When determining whether an "advertising violation" has occurred, the Board shall 

proceed in accordance with due process and its statutory and regulatory provisions which 

govern investigations and contested case proceedings. 
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Texas Register Viewer 

Rule 
IAgenCY Name IIHeading IIAction 

IEJEJ Number 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Advertising of rroposed 112119/2014 Withdrawn 
§ 108.51 Examiners Specialties 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Adverti jng of Final! Adopted 12/0712012 D 
§108.54 Examiners Specialties 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Announcement of FinallAdopted 1210712012 D 
§J 08.54 Examiners Services Repeal 

2 2TAC State Board of Dental Announcement of Proposed Repeal 0912812012 D § 108.54 Examiners Services 

22 TAe State Board of Dental Advertising of IProposed 109/28/2012 D 
sl08.54 Examiners Specialties 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Advertising for Iproposed 105/18/2012 Withdrawn 
1§108.54 Examiners Specialties 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Announcement of Proposed Repeal 0511 120 12 Withdrawn 
§ 108.54 Examiners Services 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Announcement of Finall Adopted 02/16/2001 D 
§ 108.54 Examiners Services 

22 TAC State Board of Dental Announcement of Iproposed 109/22/2000 D 
§ 108.54 Examiners Services 

Records 1 to 9 

[ Query I 
TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADMINISTR...O\ TIVE CODE OPEN I\'IEETINGS 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 

ISSUE 

Advertising of Specialties 

12/19/2014 

ACTION Proposed 

Rule Withdrawn: 06119/2015 

exas Admi.1l Code 
Rule 

(a)Recognized Specialties. A dentist may advertise as a specialist or use the terms "specialty" or 
"specialist" to describe professional services in recognized specialty areas .. [that afe:] 

(b)A recognized specialty area is: 

(1 )recognized by a board that certifies specialists in the area of specialty; and 

(2)the subject of an education program of two or more years accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation of the American Dental Association. 

(c)The State Board of Dental Examiners may approve areas or practice that do not meet the 
requirements of subsection (b) as recognized specialty areas for purposes of advertising. 

@[tb1] The following are recognized specialty areas that [tmti] meet the requirements of subsection.(b). 
[(a)(1) and (2)] of this section: 

(1 )Endodontics; 

(2)Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery; 

(3)Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics; 

(4 )Pediatric Dentistry; 

( 5)Periodontics; 

( 6)Prosthodontics; 

(7)Dental Public Health; 

(8)Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology; and 

(9)Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology. 
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W[W] A dentist may [v/ao "vishcs to] advertise as a specialist [Of a multiple specia list ] in one or more 
[recognized] specialty areas recognized under subsections (b) or (c) [subsection (a)(l) afte (2) and 
subsection (b)(l) (9)] of this section if the dentist has [shaH meet the eIiteria in one or more of the 
following categories]: 

(1 ) [Educationally qtIalitice is fl dentist who has] successfully completed an educational program of two 
or more years that is [in fl. spccialty area] accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the 
American Dental Association, in a specialty area that is rccognized under subsections (b) or ee) of this 
section: or [as specified by thc Council on Dental Educat ion oHae American Dental Association.] 

(2)[Board certified is a eentist who has] met the requirements of a specialty board referenced in 
subsection DU-[(a)(l) aHd (2)] of this section and [, 8ftd '".,,110 has] received a certificate from the 
specialty board, indicating the dentist has achieved diplomate status[ Of has complicd. with the 
pr0Yisions of §108.56(a) fI:l1d (b) of this subchapter (relating to Certifications, Degrees FeUowships, 
Memberships and OthCf Credentials)]. 

[(3)/\ dentist is flt1thorized to use the term 'boa:rd certifi ed' in any advertising for his/her practice only 
if the specialty boafd that-eenfeffed thc certification is referenced ifr-ffitbseetion (a)(l) and (2) of this 
section., or the dentist complics v¢ith the provisions of§108.56(a) aftd (b) Oftllis subchapter.] 

(.f).[ftl1] [Deniists vv'ftO choose to cOlllmllftieate spceiali:z:ation in a rccogm:z:ed specialty arca as set forth in 
subseetiol1 (b)(1) (9) of this section should use "specialist in" or "praetiee limited to" and should limit 
thcir practice exclusively to the a:dvertised specialty 8:fea(s) of dental practice. Dentists may also sta:1:e 
that the specia Lizutioft is fin "ADA recognized speeia:lty." At the timc o[tho communicatlofl, such 
dCfltists fftl:lst have met the CUfrent educational requiremcnts ane standards sct forth by thc American 
Defltal Association for each approved specialty.] A dentist shall not communicate or imply that he/she is 
a specialist when providing specialty services, whether in a general or specialty practice, j f he or she has 
not met the Jcquircrnents of subsection (e) of this section. [if hc or she has l'1.ot receivcd a eertifieatioft 
from an 8:Ccredited institution. The burden of rcsponsibility is on the practiee owner to avoid any 
illfereftee that iliosc in tile practicc .. vito Me general practitioners arc spccialists as identified in: 
subseetiofi (b)(1) (9) of this section.] 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the proposal and found it to be within the state 
agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on December 8, 2014 

TRD-201405901 

Nycia Deal 

General Counsel 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: January 18, 2015 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 



TSBDE Stakeholder Meeting Materials 17

Preamble 

Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 

ISSUE 

ACTION 

Advertising of Specialties 

12/07/2012 

Final! Adopted 

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(a)Recognized Specialties. A dentist may advertise as a specialist or use the terms "specialty" or 
"specialist" to describe professional services in recognized specialty areas that are: 

(1 )recognized by a board that certifies specialists in the area of specialty; and 

(2)accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association. 

(b) The following are recognized specialty areas and meet the requirements of subsection (a)(1) and (2) 
of this section: 

(I)Endodontics; 

(2)Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery; 

(3 )Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics; 

( 4 )Pediatric Dentistry; 

( 5)Periodontics; 

( 6)Prosthodontics; 

(7)Dental Public Health; 

(8)Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology; and 

(9)Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology. 

(c)A dentist who wishes to advertise as a specialist or a multiple-specialist in one or more recognized 
specialty areas under subsection (a)(1) and (2) and subsection (b)(1) - (9) of this section shall meet the 
criteria in one or more of the following categories: 

(I)Educationally qualified is a dentist who has successfully completed an educational program of two 
or more years in a specialty area accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American 
Dental Association, as specified by the Council on Dental Education of the American Dental 
Association. 
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(2)Board certified is a dentist who has met the requirements of a specialty board referenced in 
subsection (a)(l) and (2) of this section, and who has received a certificate from the specialty board, 
indicating the dentist has achieved diplomate status, or has complied with the provisions of § 108.56(a) 
and (b) of this subchapter (relating to Certifications, Degrees, Fellowships, Memberships and Other 
Credentials) . 

(3)A dentist is authorized to use the term 'board certified' in any advertising for his/her practice only if 
the specialty board that conferred the certification is referenced in subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this 
section, or the dentist complies with the provisions of § 108.5 6( a) and (b) of this subchapter. 

(d)Dentists who choose to communicate specialization in a recognized specialty area as set forth in 
subsection (b)(1) - (9) of this section should use "specialist in" or "practice limited to" and should limit 
their practice exclusively to the advertised specialty area(s) of dental practice. Dentists may also state 
that the specialization is an "ADA recognized specialty." At the time of the communication, such 
dentists must have met the current educational requirements and standards set forth by the American 
Dental Association for each approved specialty. A dentist shall not communicate or imply that he/she is 
a specialist when providing specialty services, whether in a general or specialty practice, if he or she has 
not received a certification from an accredited institution. The burden of responsibility is on the practice 
owner to avoid any inference that those in the practice who are general practitioners are specialists as 
identified in subsection (b)(1) - (9) of this section. 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 26,2012 

TRD-201206079 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: May I, 2013 

Proposal publication date: September 28,2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

[ Re-Query Register I [ Back to List of Records 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADI\HNISTRATIVE CODE OPEN MEETINGS 
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TITLE 22 

PARTS 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE §108.S4 Announcement of Services 

ISSUE 12/0712012 

ACTION Final! Adopted Repeal 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 26,2012 

TRD-201206080 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: May 1, 2013 

Proposal publication date: September 28,2012 

For further infonnation, please call: (S12) 47S-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

Back to List of Records 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADI\HNISTRA TIVE CODE OPEN MEETINGS 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 Announcement of Services 

ISSUE 09/28/2012 

ACTION Proposed Repeal 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(Editor's note: The text of the following sections proposed for repeal will not be published. The sections 
may be examined in the offices of the State Board of Dental Examiners or in the Texas Register office, 
Room 245, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas.) 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 17, 2012 

TRD-201204900 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 28,2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

[ Re-Query Register] Back to List of Records J 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OPEN MEETINGS 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PARTS 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 Advertising of Specialties 

ISSUE 09/28/2012 

ACTION Proposed 

Texas Admin ode 
Rule 

(a)Recognized Specialtie . A dentist may adve.lti e as a specialist or use the tenns "specialty" or 
"speciali ttl to describe profes. iOlla] ervices in recognized peciaity areas that are: 

(l)recognized by a board tbat certifies specialist . in the area of specialty; and 

(2)accredited by the COnTI11ission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association. 

(b)The following are recognized specialty areas and meet the requirements of subsection (a)(1) and (2) 
fthis section: 

(J) "ndodontics: 

(2)01"al and Maxillofacial Surgel:Y: 

(3)Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics; 

(4)Pediatrjc Dentisuy; 

(5)Periodontics; 

(6)Prosthodontics; 

(7)Dental Public Health; 

(8)Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology; and 

(9)Oral an d Max illofacial Radiology. 

(o)A dentist who wishes to advertise as a specialist or a multiple-specialist in one or more recognized 
specialty areas under subsection (a)(l) and (2) and subsection (b)(1) - (9) of this section shall meet the 
criteria jn one or more of the following categories: 

{l)Educalionally qualified is a dentist who has successfully completed an educational program of two 
or more years in a specialty area accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American 
Dental Association. as specified by the COlli1cil on Dental Education of the American Dental 
Association. 
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(2)Board certified is a dentist who has met the requjrements of a spec ialty board referenced in 
ubsection (a)(1) and (2) oftbis section. and who has received a certificate from the specialty board. 

indicating the dentist has achieved diplomate status, or has complied with the provisions of §] 08.56(a) 
and (b) oft/us subcbapter (relating to Certifications, Degrees, ~ el1owshjps. Memberships and Other 
Cr dentiaJs) . 

(3)A dentist is authorized to use the tenn 'board certified' in any advertising for his/her practice only if 
the specialty board that conferred the certification is referenced in subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this 
section, or the dentist complie with the provisions of § 108.56(a) and (b) of this subchapter. 

(d)Dentists who choose to communicate specialization in a recognized specialty area as set forth in 
subsection (b)(l) - (9) oftb.is section should use "specialist in" or "practice limited to" and should limit 
their practice exclusively to the advertised specialty aI'ea(s) of dental practice. Dentists may also tate 
that the peciaUza60n i an "ADA recognized specialty." At the ti me of the communication, such 
dentists must have :met the cunent educational requirement and standards set forth by the Amedcan 
Dental Ass oiatiol1 for each approved specialty. A dentist shall not communicate or imply that he/she is 
a specialist when providing specialty services, whether in a general or specialty practice. if be or she has 
not received a certification tram an accredited institution. The burden ofresponsibility is on the practice 
owner to avoid any inference that those in the practice who are general practitioners are specialists as 
identified in subsection (b)(l) - (9) of this section. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 17, 2012 

TRD-201204901 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 28, 2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

! Re-Query Register j Back to List of RecordS! 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADMINISTR...O\ TIVE CODE OPEN l\'IEETINGS 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 

ISSUE 

Advertising for Specialties 

05/18/2012 

ACTION Proposed 

Rule Withdrawn: 09/17/2012 

Texas Admin 

(a)Recognized Specialties. A dentist may adverti e as a. speciali. t or use the terms "specialty" or 
"specialist" to describe professional services in recognized specialty areas only if the dentist limits the 
dentist's practice exclusively to one or more specialty areas that are: 

(1)1' cognized by a board that certifies speciaJjsts in the area ofspec.iaJt;y; and 

(2)accreclited by the ommission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Assooiation. 

(b) he following are recognized specialty areas and meet the requirements of subsection (a)(l) and (2) 
of this section: 

(l) "n.dodontics: 

(2)Ora1 and Maxillofacial Surgery: 

(3)Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics: 

(4)Pediatric DentistIy: 

(5)Peliodontics; 

(6)Prostbodontics; 

(7)Dental Public Health; 

(8)OraJ and Maxi.llofacial Pathology; and 

(9)Or81 and Maxillofacial Rad·iology. 

(c)A dentist who wishes to advertise as a specialist or a multiple-sp cjalist in one ot more recognized 
specjalty areas under subsection (a)(l) and (2) of this section and ubsection (b)(l) - (9) of thi section 
shall meet the criteria in. one or more of the following categories: 

(l)EducationalJy quaLified is a dentist who has sllccessfully completed an educational program oftwo 
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or more years in a spec.iahy area accredited by the Commis ion on Dental Ac reditation of the American 
Dental Association, as SlJecifieci by the ounci] n Dental Education of the American Dental 
Associ at] on; 

(2)Board certified is a dentist who has met the requirements of a specialty board refer nced in 
subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this section, and who has received a certificate frOlu the specialty board, 
indicating the dentist has achieved diplomate tatus. 

(A)A dentist is authorized to use the term 'board certified' in any advertising for nis/her practice only 
ifth sp ciaIty board that conferred the certification is referenced in subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this 
section. 

(B)A dentist may advertise a fie ld of interest if the specialist has been certified or a diplomate of a 
specialty, provided the special interest is within the scolJe of the recognized speciaLti listed in 
subsection (b)(1) - (9) ofth1s section. Pm: example: Tom Smith, DDS, Board Certified, Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgely. Practice Limited to Oral Surgery, special interest in TMJ. 

( )A dentist who is not board certified may not advertise a field of interest except that the dentist may 
advertise that his/her 'practice is limited' to a designated specialty practice area listed in subsection (b) 
(1) - (9) of this section. For example: Tom Smith, DDS, practice limited to Oral Surgery. 

(d)Denti ts who choose to communicate specialization in a recognized specialty area as et forth in 
subsection (b)(1) - (9) of this section should u e "specialist in" or "practice limited to" and should limit 
their practice exclus·ively to the advertised specialty area(s) of dental practice. Dentists may also state 
that the specialization is an "ADA recognized specialty." At the time of tile commUllication. such 
dentists must have met the current educationaJ J'eguirements and standards set forth by the American 
Dental Association for each approved specialty. A dentist shall not conunurucate or imply that helshe is 
a specia list when providing specialty services, whether in a general or specialty practice, ifhe or she has 
not received a certification from an accredited institution. The burden of responsibility is on the practice 
owner to avoid any inference that those in the practice who are general practitioners are specialists as 
identified in subsection (b){l) - (9) of1hi8 section. 

(e)Standards for Multiple-Specialty Announcements in Recognized Specialty Areas. The educational 
criterion for communication oflimitation of practice in additional s11 cialty areas is th successful 
completion f an advanced educational program accredited by the Commjssion on Dental Accreditation 
(or its eClujvalent if completed prior to 1967) in each area for which the dentist wishes to communicate a 
spedalty. Dentists who are presently ethically communicating 1imitation of prac ice in a specialty area 
and who wish to communicate an additional recognized pecialty area must submit to the appropriate 
accredited body documentation of ucces ful completion of the requisite education in mecialty 
programs list d by th Council on Dental Education and Licensure or certification a a diplomate in 
each area for which they wish to communicate. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on May 4, 2012 

TRD-201202290 

Glenn Parker 

Interim Executive Director 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 Announcement of Services 

ISSUE 05/18/2012 

ACTION Proposed Repeal 

Rule Withdrawn: 0911712012 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(Editor's note: The text of the following sections proposed for repeal will not be published. The sections 
may be examined in the offices of the State Board of Dental Examiners or in the Texas Register office, 
Room 245, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas.) 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on May 4, 2012 

TRD-201202291 

Glenn Parker 

Interim Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: June 17, 2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0972 

Next Page Previous Page 

Back to List of Records 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADMINISTR...O\ TIVE CODE OPEN MEETINGS 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

Preamble 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 Announcement of Services 

ISSUE 02116/2001 

ACTION Finall Adopted 

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

General dentists may announce the services available in their practice, including family dentistry, so 
long as they avoid any communications that express or imply specialization. General dentists shall also 
state that the services are provided by general dentists. 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on January 31,2001 

TRD-200100576 

Jeffry R. Hill 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: February 20, 200 1 

Proposal publication date: September 22, 2000 

For further information, please call: (512) 463-6400 

Next Page Previous Page 

[ Re-Ouery Register I Back to List of Records 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OPEN PoiIEETINGS 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.54 Announcement of Services 

ISSUE 09122/2000 

ACTION Proposed 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

Gen ral dentists may announce the services available in their practice, including family denti try, so 
long as they avoid any COllUTIUUlcation that express or imply specialization. General dentists shall also 
state that the services are provided by general dentists. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State, on September 8, 2000 

TRD-200006316 

Jeffry R. Hill 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 22, 2000 

For further information, please call: (512) 463-6400 

Next Page Previous Page 

Back to List of Records 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADl\UNISTRATIVE CODE OPEN MEETINGS 
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Texas Register Viewer 

Rule 
IAgenCY Name IIHeading IIACtiOn 11~8 Number 

22TAC State Board of Advertising for General FinallAdopted 12/07/2012 0 
§108 .55 Dental Examiners Dentists 

22 TAe State Board of Announcement of Credentials Final! Adopted 12/07/2012 0 
§ 1 08.55 Dental Examiners in Non-Specialty Areas Repeal 

22TAC State Board of Almoul1cement of Credentials Proposed 09128/2012 

0 § 108.55 Dental Examiners in Non-Specialty Areas Repeal 

?2 TAC State Board of Advertising for General Iproposed 109128/2012 0 
§ 108.55 Dental Examiners Dentists 

22 TAC State Board of Advertising for General Proposed 05118/2012 Withdrawn 
1§108.55 Dental Examiners Dentists 

22 TAC State Board of Announcement of Credentials Proposed 05118/2012 Withdrawn 
§ LOB.55 Den.tal Examiners in Non-Specialty Areas Repeal 

22 TAC State Board of Armouncement of Credentials Finall Adopted 0211612001 

0 §] 08.55 Denta"l Examiners in Non-Specialty Areas 

22 TAe State Board of Announcement of Credentials Iproposed 109122/2000 
0 § 108.55 Dental Examiners in Non-Specialty Areas 

Records 1 to B 

I Query I 
TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OPEN l\'IEETINGS 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER lOS 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 10S.55 Advertising for General Dentists 

ISSUE 12/07/2012 

ACTION Final/Adopted 

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(a)A dentist whose license is not limited to the practice of an ADA recognized specialty identified under 
§ 1 OS.54(b)( 1) - (9) of this subchapter (relating to Advertising of Specialties), may advertise that the 
dentist perfonns dental services in those specialty areas of practice, but only if the advertisement also 
includes a clear disclosure that he/she is a general dentist. 

(b )Any advertisement of any specific dental service or services by a general dentist shall include the 
notation "General Dentist" or "General Dentistry" directly after the name of the dentist. The notation 
shall be in a font size no smaller than the largest font size used to identify the specific dental services 
being advertised. For example, a general dentist who advertises "ORTHODONTICS" and 
"DENTURES" and/or "IMPLANTS" shall include a disclosure of "GENERAL DENTIST" or 
"GENERAL DENTISTRY" in a font size no smaller than the largest font size used for tenns 
'orthodontics,' 'dentures' and/or 'implants.' Any fonn of broadcast advertising by a general dentist (radio, 
television, promotional DVDs, etc) shall include either "General Dentist" or "General Dentistry" in a 
clearly audible manner. 

(c)A general dentist is not prohibited from listing services provided, so long as the listing does not imply 
specialization. A listing of services provided shall be separate and clearly distinguishable from the 
dentist's designation as a general dentist. 

(d)The provisions of this rule shall not be required for professional business cards or professional 
letterhead. 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 26, 2012 

TRD-201206079 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.55 

ISSUE 

ACTION 

Announcement of Credentials in Non-Specialty Areas 

12/0712012 

Final! Adopted Repeal 

Preamble Texa 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 26, 2012 

TRD-201206080 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: May 1, 2013 

Proposal publication date: September 28,2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

TEXAS REGISTER TEXAS ADPo'1lNISTRA TIVE CODE OPEN MEETINGS 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.55 

ISSUE 

ACTION 

Announcement of Credentials in Non-Specialty Areas 

09/28/2012 

Proposed Repeal 

Preamble T xas Admin Code 
Rule 

(Editor'S note: The text of the following sections proposed for repeal will not be published. The sections 
may be examined in the offices of the State Board of Dental Examiners or in the Texas Register office, 
Room 245, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas.) 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 17, 2012 

TRD-201204900 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 28,2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

[ Re-Query Register J Back to List of Records ] 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.55 Advertising for General Dentists 

ISSUE 09/28/2012 

ACTION Proposed 

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(a)A dentist whose licen e is not limited to the practice of an ADA recognized specialty identified und r 
§ 108.54(b)(1) - (9) ofthi ubchapter (relating to Advertising of Specialties), may advertise that the 
denti t peJforms dental services in tho e pecialty areas 0 practice, but only if the advertis 111ent also 
inc ludes a clear disclosure that be/she is a gen ral dentist. 

(b)Any advertisement of allY dental s [vic or services by a general dentist sball include the notation 
"General Dentist" or "General Dentistly" directly after the name of the dentist. The notation shall be ill a 
font size no smaller than the larg st font size used to identify the specific dental services being 
advertised. For example, a general del1ti t who advertises "ORTHODONTICS" and "DENTURES" 
and/or "IMPLANTS" shall include a disclaimer of "GENERAL D -NTlST" or "GENERAL 
DENTISTRY" .in a font size no smaller than the largest font size used for terms 'orthodontics', 'dentures' 
and/or 'implants', Any form of broadcast adv rtising by a general dentist (radio, television, promotional 
DVD's, etc) hall include e.ither "General Dentist" or "General DentistJ.y" in a clearly audib le manner. 

(c)A genera l dentist is not prohibited from listing ervices provided, so Long as thelistlng does not imply 
specialization. A listing of services provided shall be eparate and clearly distinguishable from the 
dentist's designation as a genera l dentist. 

(d) The provisions of this rule shall not be required for professional business cards or professional 
letterhead. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 17,2012 

TRD-201204901 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 28,2012 



TSBDE Stakeholder Meeting Materials 33

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page 

lB.e-Query Register 
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L Sack to List of Records 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.55 Advertising for General Dentists 

ISSUE 05/18/2012 

ACTION Proposed 

Rule Withdrawn: 09/17/2012 

Preamble Texas Admin ode 
Rule 

(a)Post-Doctoral Advanced General Dentistl:y Education Programs. A dentist whose license i not 
limited to the practice of a recognized specialty identified under § 1 OS.54(b)(l) - (9) of this subchapter 
(relating to Advertising for Specialties) and who has successfully completed a post-doctoral adva.nced 
general dentistry education program accredited by Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) may 
announce to the public that he or she has completed advanced training in th area of special interest and 
may limit his/her practice to that specific interest so long as the dentist clearly discloses that the dentist 
is a general dentist or a specialist in a different specialty. For example: "Joe Smith, DDS, Gen ral 
Dentist. with a speciaJ interest in Orofacial Pain." 

(b)Special inter st in a non-ADA recognized speciaHy. The advertisement shall fuJly disclose to the 
public the type of training the dentist completed; and the dentist's experience in the non-ADA 
recognized areas of special interest. 

(1 )10 determine if a dentist's disclosme regarding non-ADA recognized areas of special interest 
comports with this provision and is not misleading. the Board may consider the following factors: 

(A) Whether the di closure indicates that the denti t is a general dentist and that the dentist's practice 
is limited to the asserted pecial interest area; 

(B)Whether the disclosure fully informs the public of the educational curriculum the dentist obtained 
in the asserted special interest area including the duration of the program. Full di closure of education 
content shall further include a statement by the-dentist who indicates whether the curriculum is: 

0) • onnal or Informal; and/or 

(ii)Full-time or Part-time: and/or 

(iii)Graduate or Post-Graduate Level. 

(C)Whetber the disclosure sets forth the number of clinical and didactic classroom hours the dentist 
has succe sfu.lly completed in the asserted pecial interest area. A licensee must maintain documentation 
tbat supports any disclosure. 

(2)The following djsclosures would be in ompliance with this rule for dentists: "John Doe, DDS, 
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General Dentist. with a special interest in Dental Implant . Dr. Doe received certification in Dental 
Implants from the Acme Implant Instit11te after sucCeSSf'lll1y completing either an oral examination not 
based on psychometric principles or a written examination based on psychometri.c principles and 
followinghis successful completion of an informal, part-time, graduate level program lasting day 
and consisting of clinical hours of training and djdacticclassroom hour of in truction. II 

(3)Business cards and stationery are exempt from the requirements of paragraph (1)(B) and eC) of this 
subsection. 

(c)Special interest in all ADA recognized specialty. A dentist whose license is not limited to the practice 
of an ADA recognized specialty identified tmder § 108.54(b)(1) - (9) of this subchapter may advertise 
that the dentist performs the aforementioned servjces even if the dentist is not a specialist in the 
advertised area of practice so tOllg as the dentist clearly discloses that the dentist is a general dentist or a 
specialist in a different specialty. 

(J )To determine if a dentist's disclosure regardjllg nOll-ADA recognized areas of special interest 
comports with this provision and is not misleadin g, tl1e Board may consider the fonowing factors: 

(A)Whether the disclosure indicates that the dentist is a general dentist and that the dentist's practice 
is limited to the asserted spedal interest area: 

(B)W11ether the disclosure fully informs the public of the educational curriculum the dentist obtained 
in the asserted special interest area including the duration of the program. Full di. closure of education 
content shall further include a statement by the dentist who indicates whether the curriculum is: 

(i)Formal or Informal; and/or 

eii)}1ull-time or Part-time: andlor 

(iii)Graduate or Post-Graduate Level. 

(C) A dentist shall set forth the number of clinical and didactic classroom hours the dentist has 
ucce sfully completed in the asserted pecial interest area. A licensee must maintain documentation 

that supports any di closure. 

(2)The following disclosures would be ill compliance with this lUte for dentists: "John Doe, DDS,. 
General Dentist, with a special interest in Orthodontics. Dr. Doe completed an infonnal. part-time, 
graduate I.ev 1 program lasting 3-days, including 20 hours didactic classroom and 8 hours clinical, in 
Orthodontics every 6 weeks for 12 months. " 

(3)Business cards and statione1:), are exempt from the requirements of paragraph el)(B) and eC) ofthjs 
subsection. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on May 4, 2012 

TRD-201202290 

Glenn Parker 



TSBDE Stakeholder Meeting Materials 36

Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE §108.55 Announcement of Credentials in Non-Specialty Areas 

ISSUE 05/18/2012 

ACTION Proposed Repeal 

Rule Withdrawn: 09/17/2012 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(Editor's note: The text of the following sections proposed for repeal will not be published. The sections 
may be examined in the offices of the State Board of Dental Examiners or in the Texas Register office, 
Room 245, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas.) 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on May 4, 2012 

TRD-201202291 

Glenn Parker 

Interim Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: June 17, 2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0972 

Next Page Previous Page 

I Re-Query Register I [iaCk to List of Reco~ 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.55 Announcement of Credentials in Non-Specialty Areas 

ISSUE 02116/2001 

ACTION Finall Adopted 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

A dentist may announce additional credentials in an area of dental practice not recognized as a specialty 
by the American Dental Association (ADA), or the State Board of Dental Examiners (SBDE), provided 
that: 

(l)the organization granting the credentials is recognized as a bona fide specialty accrediting 
organization by the ADA and the SBDE; 

(2)the organization granting the credentials grants certification or diplomate status based on: 

(A)the dentist's successful completion of a formal, full-time advanced education program of at least 
twelve (12) months duration; 

(B)the dentist's training and experience; 

(C) successful completion of an oral and written examination based on psychometric principles. 

(3)The following disclaimer appears in a reasonably clear and visible manner compared to the 
announcement of the status; "(Name of announced area of dental practice) is not recognized as a 
specialty area by the American Dental Association or the State Board of Dental Examiners." 

(4 )The announcement shall also state that the services are being provided by a general dentist. 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on January 31, 2001 

TRD-200100576 

Jeffry R. Hill 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: February 20,2001 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER lOS 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE §10S.55 Announcement of Credentials in Non-Specialty Areas 

ISSUE 09/22/2000 

ACTION Proposed 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

A dentist may announce additional credentials in an area of dental practice not recognized as a specialty 
by ill American Dental Association (ADA). or the State Board of Dental Examiner (SBDE). provided 
that: 

(I )the organization granting the credentials is recognized as a bona fide specialty accrediting 
orgaruzation by tbe ADA and the SBDE: 

(2)tbe organjzation granting the credentials grant certification or diplomate status based on: 

(A)the dentist's successful completion of a formal. full-time advanced education program of at least 
twelve (12) months duration; 

(B)the dentist', training and experienc : 

(C)successfu l completion of an oral and written xamination based on psychometric principles. 

(3)The following dis laimer appears in a reasonably cJear and vjsible manner compared to the 
announcement of the status: "(Name of announced area of dental practice) is not recognized as a 
specialty area by the American Dental Association or the State Board of Dental Examiners. II 

(4)Th announcement shaU also state tha.t the services are being provided by a general dentist. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State, on September S, 2000 

TRD-200006316 

Jeffry R. Hill 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 22, 2000 
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Texas Register Viewer 

Rule IAgenCY Name IIHeading IIAction IEJ8 Number 

22 TAC State Board of Certifications, Degrees, Final! Adopted 02/15/2013 D §108.56 Dental Fellowships, Memberships and 
Examiners Other Credentials 

22 TA C State Board of Certifications, Degrees, I Proposed I 12/07/2012 D 
§ 108.56 D ental Fellowships, Memberships and 

Examiners Other Credentials 

22 TAC State Bard of Specialty Announcement FinaVAdopted 12/0712012 D 
§108.56 Dental Repeal 

Examiners 

22 rAC State Board of Specialty Announcement Proposed 0912812012 D § 108.56 Dental Repeal 
Examiners 

22 rAC State Board of Certifications, Degrees, IProposed I 09/28/2012 Withdrawn 
§108.56 Dental Fellowships, Memberships and 

Examiners Other Credentials 

22 TAC State Board of Advertising Credentials and IProposed I 05/18/2012 Withdrawn 
g108.56 Dental Certifications 

Examiners 

22 rAC State Board of Specialty Announcement Proposed 05/1812012 Withdrawn 
§ I 08.56 Dental Repeal 

Examiners 

22 rAC State Board of Specialty Announcement Finall Adopted 0211612001 D § 1 08.56 Dental 
Examiners 

22 TAe State Board of Specialty Announcement Proposed 09122/2000 
§ 108.~6 Dental 

Examiners 

Records 1 to 9 

[Query ] 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.56 Certifications, Degrees, Fellowships, Memberships and Other Credentials 

ISSUE 02115/2013 
ACTION 

Preamble 

Finall Adopted 

--------

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(a)Dentists may advertise credentials earned in dentistry so long as they avoid any communications that 
express or imply specialization in a recognized specialty, or specialization in an area of dentistry that is 
not recognized as a specialty, or attainment of an earned academic degree. 

(b)A listing of credentials shall be separate and clearly distinguishable from the dentist's designation as a 
dentist. A listing of credentials may not occupy the same line as the dentist's name and designation as a 
dentist. Any use of abbreviations to designate credentials shall be accompanied by a definition of the. 
acronym immediately following the credential. 

Attached Graphi c 

(c )The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not be required in materials not intended for 
business promotion or public dissemination, such as peer-to-peer communications. 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on February 4,2013 

TRD-201300436 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: May 1,2013 

Proposal publication date: December 7, 2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 
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Figure: 22 TAC §108.56(b) 

For example: 

Jane Doe, DDS, General Dentist 
FAAD, Fellow Any town Academy of Dentistry 

OR 

John Doe, DDS, General Dentist 
MACD, Master Anytown College of Dentists 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.56 

ISSUE 

ACTION 

Certifications, Degrees, Fellowships, Memberships and Other Credentials 

12/07/2012 

Proposed 

Preamble Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(a)Dentists may advertise credentials earned in dentistry so long as they avoid any communications that 
express or imply specialization in a recognized specialty. or specialization in an area of dentistry that is 
not recognized as a specialty. or attainment of an earned academic degree. 

(b)A listing of credential shall be eparate and cl arty distinguishable from the dentist's designation as a 
dentist. Any use of abbreviations to designate credentials shall be accompanied bya definition of the 
acronym. For example: John Doe, DDS, FAGD. Fellow Academy of General Dentistry OR John Doe, 
General Dentist, 'AAID, FeIJow American Academy of Implant Dentisb:y. 

(c)The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall be required for professional business cards, 
professional letterhead and signage. 

(d)The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not be required in materials not intended for 
business promotion or dissemination to the public. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 26, 2012 

TRD-201206081 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: January 6,2013 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

Preamble 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE §108.56 Specialty Announcement 

ISSUE 12/07/2012 

ACTION Finall Adopted Repeal 

Texa. A dmin Code 
Rule 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 26, 2012 

TRD-201206080 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: May 1, 2013 

Proposal publication date: September 28,2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

I Re-=-QWy Regi~ter J [B ack to ListclRe~ 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.56 Specialty Announcement 

ISSUE 09/2812012 

ACTION Proposed Repeal 

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(Editor's note: The text of the following sections proposed for repeal will not be published. The sections 
may be examined in the offices of the State Board of Dental Examiners or in the Texas Register office, 
Room 245, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas.) 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 17,2012 

TRD-201204900 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 28, 2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 

[ Re-Query Register I Back to List of Records 
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TITLE 22 

PART 5 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.56 Certifications, Degrees, Fellowships, Memberships and Other Credentials 

ISSUE 09/2812012 

ACTION Proposed 

Rule Withdrawn: 11/26/2012 

Preamble Texas Adm i node 
Rule 

(a)Dentists may adv rUse credentials earned in dentish), so long as they avoid any communications that 
express Ol" imply specia lization in a recognized specia1t'. or specialization in an area of dentistry that is 
not Tecognized as a specialty. or attainment of an earned academic degree. 

(b)A listing of credentials shall be separate and clearly distingu.ishable from the dentist's designation as a 
denti. t. Any use of abbreviation to de ignate redentials shaU be accompanied by a definition of the 
acronym. ~ or example: John Doe. DDS. General Denti.st, FAGD, Fellow Academy of General Dentistry 
OR John Doe. DDS. General Dentist FAAID~ Fe]Jow American Academy ofImp.lant Dentistry. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 17, 2012 

TRD-201204901 

Glenn Parker 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 28,2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0977 

Next Page Previous Page 
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Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.56 Advertising Credentials and Certifications 

ISSUE 05/18/2012 

ACTION Proposed 

Rule Withdrawn: 0911712012 

Preamble Texas Admin ode 
Rule 

(a)Uneal11ed, Non-health Degrees. A dentist may use the title Doctor. Dentist. DDS, DMD or any 
additional earned, advanced academic degrees in health service areas in an announcement to the public. 
The announcement of an unearned academic degree, however, may be 1111S leading because of the 
likelihood that it will indicate to the public the attainment of specialty or diplomate status. Anuneamed 
academic degree is one which is awarded by an educational institution not accredited by a generally 
recognized accrediting body or is an honorary degree. 

(I )Tbe use of a non-health degree in an announcement to the publ.ic may be a relJresentation which is 
misleading becaus th~ public is likely to assume that any degree announced is related to the 
qualifications of the dentist as a practitioner. 

(2)Some organizations grant dentists fellowship status as a token of membership in the organization or 
some other form of voluntary association . The use of such fellowships in advertising to the general 
public may be misleadi~ng because of the likelihood that it will indicate to the public attainment of 
education or skiU in the field of dentistly. 

(3)GeneraUy. lUle31ned or non-health degrees and fellowships lhat deSignate association. rather tban 
attainment. should be limited to scientific papers and cun-iculum vjtae. D ntists may also include these 
unearned or non-health degrees and fellowships on business cards and/or stationery but shall be 
accompanied by a deiinjtion of the acronym. ~ or example: John Doe, D.D.S., F.I.C.D. Fellow of the 
International College of Dentistry 

(b)Credentials in General DentistlY General dentists may announce fellowships or other credentials 
earned in the area of general dentistry so long as they avoid any communications that express or imply 
specialization in a recognized. pecialty. In order to prevent a reasonable person from cODc]uding that 
abbreviations indicate a designation of an academic degree. any use of abbreviations to designate 
credentials in nOD-ADA recognized specialty areas in an advertisement shall be accompanied by a 
defmitioJ) of the acronym. For example: Jolm Doe, D.D.S .. F.A.G.D. Fellow Academy of General 
Dentisll:y 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE § 108.56 Specialty Announcement 

ISSUE 05/18/2012 

ACTION Proposed Repeal 

Rule Withdrawn: 09/1712012 

T ' xas Admj I] Code 
Rule 

(Editor's note: The text of the following sections proposed for repeal will not be published. The sections 
may be examined in the offices of the State Board of Dental Examiners or in the Texas Register office, 
Room 245, James Earl Rudder Building, 1019 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas.) 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on May 4,2012 

TRD-201202291 

Glenn Parker 

Interim Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: June 17, 2012 

For further information, please call: (512) 475-0972 

Next Page Previous Page 

[R""e-Query Registei] Back to List of Recor~ 
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Preamble 

TITLE 22 

PART 5 

CHAPTER 108 

Texas Register 

EXAMINING BOARDS 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE §108.56 Specialty Announcement 

ISSUE 02/1612001 
ACTION Finall Adopted 

---------

Texas Admin ode 
Rule 

(a)A dentist may advertise as a "specialist in" or "practice limited to" a particular field of dentistry 
provided he or she is a specialist as defined by the American Dental Association (ADA). 

(b )Specialties recognized by the ADA are orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics; pediatric dentistry; 
periodontics; prosthodontics; endodontics; oral and maxillofacial surgery; oral and maxillofacial 
radiology; oral and maxillofacial pathology, or dental public health. 

(1 )The special area and appropriate certifying Board must be approved by the ADA. 

(2)The dentist must: 

(A)have successfully completed an educational program accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation two (2) or more years in length as specified by the Council on Dental Education, or 

(B)be a diplomate of an ADA recognized certifying Board. 

This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be a 
valid exercise of the agency's legal authority. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on January 31 , 2001 

TRD-2001 00576 

Jeffry R. Hill 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Effective date: February 20, 2001 

Proposal publication date: September 22, 2000 

For further information, please call: (512) 463-6400 
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Preamble 

Texas Register 

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 5 STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 108 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER E BUSINESS PROMOTION 

RULE §108.56 

ISSUE 

ACTION 

Specialty Announcement 

09/22/2000 

Proposed 

Texas Admin Code 
Rule 

(a)A dentist may advertise as a "specialist in" or "lJractice limited to" a particular field of dentistty 
provided h or sh i a sp ciahst as defIned by the American Dental Association (ADA). 

(b)Specialties recogruzed by the ADA are orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics; pediatric dentistry; 
periodontics; prosthodontics; endodontics; oral and maxillofacial surgery; oral and maxillofacial 
ractiology; oral and maxillofacial pathology, or dental public health. 

(l)The special area and appropriate certi fying Board must be approved by the ADA. 

(2)The dentist must: 

(A)bave successfully completed an educational program accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation two (2) or more years in length as specified by tb Council on Dental Education, or 

(B)be a diplomate of an ADA recognized certifying Board. 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by legal counsel and found to be within 
the agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State, on September 8, 2000 

TRD-200006316 

Jeffry R. Hill 

Executive Director 

State Board of Dental Examiners 

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 22, 2000 

For further information, please call: (512) 463-6400 



 
 

Requirements for Recognition of Dental Specialties and 
National Certifying Boards for Dental Specialists  

Adopted as Amended by the ADA House of Delegates, November 2013 

 
Introduction 

 
A specialty is an area of dentistry that has been formally recognized by the American Dental 
Association as meeting the "Requirements for Recognition of Dental Specialists" specified in 
this document.  Dental specialties are recognized by the Association to protect the public, 
nurture the art and science of dentistry, and improve the quality of care.  It is the Association's 
belief that the needs of the public are best served if the profession is oriented primarily to 
general practice.  Specialties are recognized in those areas where advanced knowledge and 
skills are essential to maintain or restore oral health. 1 
 
Not all areas in dentistry will satisfy the requirements for specialty recognition.  However, the 
public and profession benefit substantially when non-specialty groups develop and advance 
areas of interest through education, practice and research.  The contributions of such groups 
are acknowledged by the profession and their endeavors are encouraged. 
 
The sponsoring organization must submit to the Council on Dental Education and Licensure a 
formal application which demonstrates compliance with all the requirements for specialty 
recognition.  The Council will submit its recommendation for approval or denial of the proposed 
specialty to the Association's House of Delegates. 
 
Following approval by the House of Delegates, the sponsoring organization must establish a 
national board for certifying diplomates in accordance with the "Requirements for National 
Certifying Boards for Dental Specialists" as specified in this document.  Additionally, the 
Commission on Dental Accreditation develops educational requirements and establishes an 
accreditation program for advanced educational programs in the specialty.  The Council on 
Dental Education and Licensure and the sponsoring organization monitors the administrative 
standards and operation of the certifying board. 
 
 
 
 

1  Association policies regarding ethical announcement of specialization and limitation of 
practice are contained in the ADA Principles of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct. 
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Requirements for Recognition of Dental Specialties 
 
A sponsoring organization seeking specialty recognition for an area must document that the 
discipline satisfies all the requirements specified in this section. 
 

(1) In order for an area to  become and/or remain recognized as a dental specialty, it must 
be represented by a sponsoring organization: (a) whose membership is reflective of  
that proposed or recognized dental specialty;  (b) in which the privileges to hold office 
and to vote on any issue related to the specialty are reserved for dentists who either 
have completed a CODA-accredited advanced education program in that proposed or 
recognized specialty or have sufficient experience in that specialty as deemed 
appropriate by the sponsoring organization and its certifying board; and(c) that 
demonstrates the ability to establish a certifying board. 

 
(2) A proposed specialty must be a distinct and well-defined field which requires unique 

knowledge and skills beyond those commonly possessed by dental school graduates as 
defined by the predoctoral accreditation standards. 2 

 
(3) The scope of the proposed specialty requires advanced knowledge and skills that: (a) are 

separate and distinct from any recognized dental specialty or combination of recognized 
dental specialties; and (b) cannot be accommodated through minimal modification of a 
recognized dental specialty or combination of recognized dental specialties. 

 
(4) The specialty applicant must document scientifically, by valid and reliable statistical 

evidence/studies, that it: (a) actively contributes to new knowledge in the field; (b) 
actively contributes to professional education; (c) actively contributes to research needs 
of the profession; and (d) provides oral health services for the public; all of which are 
currently not being met by general practitioners or dental specialists. 

 
(5) A proposed specialty must directly benefit some aspect of clinical patient care. 
 
(6) Formal advanced education programs of at least two years beyond the predoctoral 

dental curriculum as defined by the Commission on Dental Accreditation must exist to 
provide the special knowledge and skills required for practice of the proposed specialty.   

 
 
 

2 Predoctoral accreditation standards are contained in the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation's document Accreditation Standards for Dental Education Programs. 
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Requirements for Recognition of National Certifying Boards 
for Dental Specialists 

 
 
In order to become, and remain, eligible for recognition by the American Dental Association as 
a national certifying board for a dental specialty, the specialty shall have a sponsoring or parent 
organization that meets all the elements of Requirement (1) of the Requirements for 
Recognition of Dental Specialties.  A close working relationship shall be maintained between 
the parent organization and the board.  Additionally, the following requirements must be 
fulfilled. 
 
Organization of Boards:   
 

(1) Each Board shall have no less than five or more than 12 voting directors designated on a 
rotation basis in accordance with a method approved by the Council on Dental 
Education and Licensure.  Although the Council does not prescribe a single method for 
selecting directors of boards, members may not serve for more than a total of nine 
years.  Membership on the board shall be in accordance with a prescribed method 
endorsed by the sponsoring organization.  All board directors shall be diplomates of that 
board and only the parent organizations of boards may establish additional 
qualifications if they so desire. 

 
(2) Each board shall submit in writing to the Council on Dental Education and Licensure a 

program sufficiently comprehensive in scope to meet the requirements established by 
the American Dental Association for the operation of a certifying board.  This statement 
should include evidence of sponsorship of the board by a national organization that 
meets all the elements of Requirement (1) of the Requirements for Recognition of 
Dental Specialties. 

 
(3) Each board shall submit to the Council on Dental Education and Licensure evidence of 

adequate financial support to conduct its program of certification. 
 

(4) Each board may select suitable consultants or agencies to assist in its operations, such 
as the preparation and administration of examinations and the evaluation of records 
and examinations of candidates.  Consultants who participate in clinical examinations 
should be diplomates. 
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Operation of Boards: 
 

(1) Each board shall certify qualified dentists as diplomates only in the special area of 
dental practice approved by the American Dental Association for such certification.  No 
more than one board shall be recognized by the Association for the certification of 
diplomates in a single area of practice. 

 
(2) Each board, except by waiver of the Council on Dental Education and Licensure, shall 

give at least one examination in each calendar year and shall announce such 
examination at least six months in advance. 

 
(3) Each board shall maintain a current list of its diplomates. 

 
(4) Each board shall submit annually to the Council on Dental Education and Licensure data 

relative to its financial operations, applicant admission and examination procedures, 
and results thereof.  A diplomate may, upon request, obtain a copy of the annual 
financial report of the board. 

 
(5) Each board shall encourage its diplomates to engage in lifelong learning and continuous 

quality improvement.  
 

(6) Each board shall provide periodically to the Council on Dental Education and Licensure 
evidence of its examination and certification of a significant number of additional 
dentists in order to warrant its continuing approval by the American Dental Association. 

 
(7) Each board shall bear full responsibility for the conduct of its program, the evaluation of 

the qualifications and competence of those it certifies as diplomates, and the issuance 
of certificates. 

 
(8) Each board shall require an annual registration fee from each of its diplomates intended 

to assist in supporting financially the continued program of the board. 
 
Certification Requirements: 
 

(1) Each board shall use, in the evaluation of its candidates, standards of education and 
experience approved by the Commission on Dental Accreditation. 
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(2) Each board shall require, for eligibility for certification as a diplomate, the successful 
completion of an educational program accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation of two or more academic years in length, as specified by the Commission.3 

 
Although desirable, the period of advanced study need not be continuous, nor 
completed within successive calendar years.  An advanced educational program 
equivalent to two academic years in length, successfully completed on a part-time basis 
over an extended period of time as a graduated sequence of educational experience not 
exceeding four calendar years, may be considered acceptable in satisfying this 
requirement.  Short continuation and refresher courses and teaching experience in 
specialty departments in dental schools will not be accepted in meeting any portion of 
this requirement. 

 
Each board may establish an exception to the qualification requirement of completion 
of an advanced specialty education program accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation for the unique candidate who has not met this requirement per se, but 
can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the certifying board, equivalent advanced 
specialty education.  A certifying board must petition the Council on Dental Education 
and Licensure for permission to establish such a policy. If granted, the provisions of the 
certifying board’s policy shall be reported to the House of Delegates in the Annual 
Report of the Council on Dental Education and Licensure. 

 
(3) Each board shall establish its minimum requirements for years of practice in the area for 

which it grants certificates.  The years of advanced education in this area may be 
accepted toward fulfillment of this requirement. 

 
(4) Each board, in cooperation with its parent organization, shall prepare and publicize its 

recommendations on the educational program and experience requirements which 
candidates will be expected to meet. 

3  The following interpretation for educational eligibility was provided by the 1975 House of 
Delegates of the American Dental Association (Trans.1975: 690) and amended by 2009 
House of Delegates. (Trans.2009:443) 

 
Candidates for board certification who graduated after January 1, 1967, must have 
successfully completed an accredited advanced specialty program.  Candidates for board 
certification who completed the prescribed length of education for board certification in a 
program of an institution then listed by the Council on Dental Education and Licensure prior 
to 1967, and who have announced ethically limitation of practice in one of the recognized 
dental specialties, are considered educationally qualified.  
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Founding Boards and Waivers:  Members of a founding board in an area of practice not 
recognized previously by the American Dental Association shall be exempt from certifying 
examination.  Newly recognized boards may petition the Council on Dental Education and 
Licensure for permission to waive the formal education requirements for candidates who apply 
for examination.  If granted, the provisions of the waiver shall be reported to the House of 
Delegates in the Annual Report of the Council on Dental Education and Licensure. 
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Texas Medical Board

Advertisement of Board Certification
In medicine and in lay language, the term “boardcertified” is widely understood to mean a doctor who
possesses exceptional expertise in a particular area.

To protect the public, the Texas Medical Board (TMB) has taken steps to standardize what “board
certified” means under TMB advertising rules. In October 2010 the TMB amended its Physician
Advertising rules.

According to the new rules, a physician may use the term "board certified" in any advertising for his or
her practice if:

1. the specialty board that conferred the certification and the certifying organization is:
1. a member board of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS),
2. a member board of the American Osteopathic Association Bureau of Osteopathic Specialists
(BOS), or

3. is the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery;

2. a physician holds a certification that was granted prior to September 1, 2010, and whose certifying
board was approved by the medical board for advertising purposes prior to September 1, 2010, or

3. the TMB determines that the physicianbased certifying organization that conferred the certification
has certification requirements that are substantially equivalent to the requirements of the ABMS or the
BOS existing at the time of application to the medical board.

To qualify under Option 3, above, physicians must submit an application to a committee of the TMB and
demonstrate that:

(1) the organization requires all physicians who are seeking certification to successfully pass a written or
an oral examination or both, which tests the applicant's knowledge and skills in the specialty or
subspecialty area of medicine. All or part of the examination may be delegated to a testing organization.
All examinations require a psychometric evaluation for validation;

(2) the organization has written proof of a determination by the Internal Revenue Service that the
certifying board is tax exempt under the Internal Revenue Code pursuant to Section 501(c);

(3) the organization has a permanent headquarters and staff;

(4) the organization has at least 100 duly licensed members, fellows, diplomates, or certificate holders
from at least onethird of the states;
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(5) the organization requires all physicians who are seeking certification to have successfully completed
postgraduate training that is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education
(ACGME) or the American Osteopathic Association and that provides substantial and identifiable
supervised training of comprehensive scope in the specialty or subspecialty certified and the
organization utilizes appropriate peer review;

(6) the organization provides an online resource for the consumer to verify the board certification of its
members; and

(7) the organization has the ability to provide a full explanation of its certification process and
membership upon request by the Texas Medical Board. 

Board Certification Advertising Application   Application to have a certifying board recognized for
purposes of advertising.

See the Board Rules to read the full text of Board Rule 164.4.

Licensee Resources Quick LInks
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Texas Medical Board 

Street Address: 333 Guadalupe, Twr 3, Ste 610, Austin, TX 78701 
Mailing Address: PO Box 2029, Austin, TX 78768-2029 

PHONE: (512) 305-7010) 
www.tmb.state.tx.us 

1 | P a g e   V e r s i o n  0 4 . 1 3  
 

 
BOARD CERTIFICATION ADVERTISING APPLICATION 

 
 

Instructions 
 

1) Physicians or physician-based certifying boards on behalf of members must receive approval from 
the Texas Medical Board in order to advertise certification by an organization that is not a member 
of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS), American Osteopathic Association Bureau 
of Osteopathic Specialists (BOS), or the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
(ABOMS).  The process and required documentation are the same for either type of applicant. 

2) If a certifying board certifies more than one specialty, a separate application must be submitted for 
each specialty. 

3) Complete the application, print, and mail it to the address listed above.  Attach to the application 
all evidence that demonstrates the certifying board has certification requirements that are 
substantially equivalent to the requirements of the ABMS or BOS as set out in Board Rule 
164.4(b)i.  At a minimum, this is to include:  
a) a copy of the psychometric evaluation of each required exam and qualifications of the 

psychometrician(s) performing the evaluation(s);  
b) a description of the certifying organization's process for examination, the historical results of the 

exams with the number of test takers and their pass/fail rate, and an overview of the subject 
matter; 

c) documentation that the certifying board is tax exempt pursuant to IRS Code Section 501(c); 
documentation of permanent headquarters location and staff (documentation must include copy 
of certificate of entity formation filed with the local Secretary of State);  

d) complete membership list in Excel format in electronic format (CD-ROM or jump drive) including, 
for each member: full name, address, phone number, e-mail, date of initial membership, 
expiration date of membership, and status or category of membership, if applicable;  

e) list of all ACGME, AOA, and/or and Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery residencies (with program 
identification numbers) accepted for certification and description of the training requirements for 
all members;  

f) the website link for consumer verification of membership; and  
g) a description of the peer review processes of the organization.  

 
4) Staple a $200.00 personal check, cashier's check, or money order onto the left hand corner of the 

application. All must be payable through a US bank. 
5) Allow at least 30 for processing of the 

application and fee. 
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Texas Medical Board 

Street Address: 333 Guadalupe, Twr 3, Ste 610, Austin, TX 78701 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2029, Austin, TX 78768-2029 
PHONE: (512) 305-7010) 
www.tmb.state.tx.us 

2 | P a g e   V e r s i o n  0 4 . 1 3  
 

 

I certify that I have read Board Rule 164.4 regarding board certification advertising and that the 
information contained herein and attached is true and correct. I accept responsibility for ensuring 
that the certifying board sends all required documentation to the Board.  

Signature of Applicant: _________________________________________ Date: _________  
(No rubber stamps or initials)  

 
Printed Name: _________________________________________ Date: _________  

(No rubber stamps or initials)  
 

For agency use: 4445, $200.00  
 

1. Last 3. Middle  
 

2. First  
 

4. Suffix  
 

5. Texas Lic. 
No. (if applicable) 
 

6. Name of Certifying Board:  
 

7. Mailing Address (Note - all correspondence will be sent to this address):  
 

8. Daytime Telephone Number:  

 

9. Email Address 

 
 
 
10. Applying on Behalf of Certifying Board? Yes   No   
 
 
 
11. Certifying Board receive prior recognition by the Texas Medical Board? Yes   No   
 
If yes, date last received: _____ (Please attach a copy of the letter of confirmation received from the Board)  

Staple Check Here 
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Texas Medical Board 

Street Address: 333 Guadalupe, Twr 3, Ste 610, Austin, TX 78701 
Mailing Address: PO Box 2029, Austin, TX 78768-2029 

PHONE: (512) 305-7010) 
www.tmb.state.tx.us 
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Checklist (to be completed by Applicant)  
 

 
Item       Location in Application (Tab No., Page No.) 

 

 
1. Psychometric evaluation  
 

 
2. Qualifications of psychometricians  
 

 
3. Description of examination process 

 
 

4. Historical results of exams  
 

 
5. Proof of tax exempt status  
 

 
6. Location of headquarters and date of formation  
 

 
7. Membership list  
 
8. List of all ACGME, AOA, and/or Oral and 

Maxillofacial Surgery residencies (with Program ID 
numbers) accepted for certification and description of 
the training requirements for all members  

 

 
9. Website link  

 

 
10. Description of peer review processes  

 
 

11. If prior approval granted by Board, copy of letter 

 

 
__________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 

 
_________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 

 
__________________________________  
 
 
__________________________________
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Street Address: 333 Guadalupe, Twr 3, Ste 610, Austin, TX 78701 
Mailing Address: PO Box 2029, Austin, TX 78768-2029 

PHONE: (512) 305-7010) 
www.tmb.state.tx.us 
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i 164.4(b) Physicians who are certified by a board that does not meet the criteria of subsection (a) of this section, shall be authorized to 
use the term "board certified" only if the medical board determines that the physician-based certifying organization that conferred the 
certification has certification requirements that are substantially equivalent to the requirements of the ABMS or the BOS existing at the 
time of application to the medical board. Physicians, or physician-based certifying organizations on behalf of their members, must submit 
an application to a committee of the medical board, and demonstrate that:  
(1) the organization requires all physicians who are seeking certification to successfully pass a written or an oral examination or both, 
which tests the applicant's knowledge and skills in the specialty or subspecialty area of medicine. All or part of the examination may be 
delegated to a testing organization. All examinations require a psychometric evaluation for validation;  
(2) the organization has written proof of a determination by the Internal Revenue Service that the certifying board is tax exempt under the 
Internal Revenue Code pursuant to Section 501(c);  
(3) the organization has a permanent headquarters and staff;  
(4) the organization has at least 100 duly licensed members, fellows, diplomates, or certificate holders from at least one-third of the states;  
(5) the organization requires all physicians who are seeking certification to have successfully completed postgraduate training that is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) or the American Osteopathic Association and that 
provides substantial and identifiable supervised training of comprehensive scope in the specialty or subspecialty certified, and the 
organization utilizes appropriate peer review;  
(6) the organization provides an online resource for the consumer to verify the board certification of its members; and  
(7) the organization has the ability to provide a full explanation of its certification process and membership upon request by the Texas 
Medical Board. 
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Certifying Boards Recognized for Purposes of Advertisement Only 
 
 
 
 
Name  Date of Recognition by TMB 

 
1. American Board of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery June 15, 2011 
2. American Board of Cosmetic Surgeons April 12, 2013 
3. American Board of Pain Medicine August 29, 2014 

TSBDE Stakeholder Meeting Materials 62



<<Prev Rule
Texas Administrative Code

Next Rule>>

TITLE 22 EXAMINING BOARDS
PART 9 TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD
CHAPTER 164 PHYSICIAN ADVERTISING
RULE §164.4 Board Certification

(a) A physician is authorized to use the term "board certified" in any advertising for his or her practice
only if the specialty board that conferred the certification and the certifying organization is a member
board of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS), or the American Osteopathic Association
Bureau of Osteopathic Specialists (BOS), or is the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

(b) Physicians who are certified by a board that does not meet the criteria of subsection (a) of this
section, shall be authorized to use the term "board certified" only if the medical board determines that
the physicianbased certifying organization that conferred the certification has certification requirements
that are substantially equivalent to the requirements of the ABMS or the BOS existing at the time of
application to the medical board. Physicians, or physicianbased certifying organizations on behalf of
their members, must submit an application to a committee of the medical board, and demonstrate that:

  (1) the organization requires all physicians who are seeking certification to successfully pass a written
or an oral examination or both, which tests the applicant's knowledge and skills in the specialty or
subspecialty area of medicine. All or part of the examination may be delegated to a testing organization.
All examinations require a psychometric evaluation for validation;

  (2) the organization has written proof of a determination by the Internal Revenue Service that the
certifying board is tax exempt under the Internal Revenue Code pursuant to Section 501(c);

  (3) the organization has a permanent headquarters and staff;

  (4) the organization has at least 100 duly licensed members, fellows, diplomates, or certificate holders
from at least onethird of the states;

  (5) the organization requires all physicians who are seeking certification to have successfully
completed postgraduate training that is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education (ACGME) or the American Osteopathic Association and that provides substantial and
identifiable supervised training of comprehensive scope in the specialty or subspecialty certified, and the
organization utilizes appropriate peer review;

  (6) the organization provides an online resource for the consumer to verify the board certification of its
members; and

  (7) the organization has the ability to provide a full explanation of its certification process and
membership upon request by the Texas Medical Board.

(c) A physician may not authorize the use of or use the term "board certified" if the claimed board
certification has expired and has not been renewed at the time the advertising in question was ordered.

(d) The terms "board eligible," "board qualified," or any similar words or phrase calculated to convey
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the same meaning may not be used in physician advertising.

(e) A physician's authorization of or use of the term "board certified", or any similar words or phrase
calculated to convey the same meaning in any advertising for his or her practice shall constitute
misleading or deceptive advertising unless the specialty board which conferred the certification and the
certifying organization meet the requirements in subsection (a) or (b) of this section.

(f) A physician may advertise a field of interest if the physician is certified by, or a member, fellow, or
diplomate of an organization that meets the requirements of subsection (a) or (b) of this section.

(g) A board certified physician who advertises board certification may advertise a field of interest that is
different from the certified specialty only if the physician identifies the specialty for which the physician
is board certified in an equal size of type or emphasis.

(h) A physician who is not board certified by, or a member, fellow, or diplomate of an organization that
meets either the requirements of subsection (a) or (b) of this section may not advertise a field of interest,
except that the physician may advertise that his or her practice is "limited to" a certain practice area.

(i) A physician who holds a certification that was granted prior to September 1, 2010, and whose
certifying board was approved by the medical board for advertising purposes prior to September 1,
2010, is considered to meet the requirements of subsection (b) of this section.

(j) Application for board certification approval for the purpose of advertising.

  (1) Applicants for approval of board certification under subsection (b) of this section shall complete a
written application and payment of an application fee as set out in §175.1 of this title (relating to
Application Fees).

  (2) Applicants whose applications have been filed with the board in excess of one year will be
considered expired. Any fee previously submitted with that application shall be forfeited. Any further
request for board certification recognition will require submission of a new application and inclusion of
the current application fee. An extension to an application may be granted under certain circumstances,
including:

    (A) Delay by board staff in processing an application;

    (B) A committee of the board requires an applicant to meet specific additional requirements for
approval and the application will expire prior to deadline established by the Committee; or

    (C) Applicant requires a reasonable, limited additional period of time to obtain documentation after
completing all other requirements and demonstrating diligence in attempting to provide the required
documentation.

  (3) If the executive director determines that an application meets all qualifications, the application shall
be presented to a committee of the board for review and approval.

  (4) If the Executive Director determines that the applicant does not clearly meet all requirements, the
executive director shall notify the applicant and the applicant may appeal that decision to a committee of
the board.

  (5) Disapproval Determination.
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    (A) If a committee of the board or the full board determines that an applicant's certifying board does
not meet the board's requirements for approval, the applicant shall be notified of the disapproval
determination.

    (B) If an applicant's certifying board is disapproved, the applicant may request a rehearing of the
application before a committee of the board. The request must be made within 20 days receipt of notice
of the disapproval determination. It is at the discretion of the committee whether to grant a rehearing.
The request for rehearing must be based on information not previously presented to or considered.

  (6) A certifying board approved by the board under this subsection must be reviewed every five years
from the date of initial approval and the board must obtain information of any substantive changes in the
certifying board's requirements for diplomates since the certifying board was last reviewed by the board.
In addition, a renewal fee as set out §175.2 of this title (relating to Registration and Renewal Fees) must
be paid by an applicant to have the certifying board reviewed.

Source Note: The provisions of this §164.4 adopted to be effective March 8, 2001, 26 TexReg 1863;
amended to be effective May 2, 2004, 29 TexReg 3962; amended to be effective July 3, 2007, 32
TexReg 3992; amended to be effective January 17, 2011, 36 TexReg 137; amended to be effective May
5, 2011, 36 TexReg 2727
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Dental Specialties

Dentistry & Dental Specialties

Dentistry is defined as the evaluation, diagnosis, prevention and/or treatment (nonsurgical, surgical or
related procedures) of diseases, disorders and/or conditions of the oral cavity, maxillofacial area and/or
the adjacent and associated structures and their impact on the human body; provided by a dentist,
within the scope of his/her education, training and experience, in accordance with the ethics of the
profession and applicable law.

Special Areas of Dental Practice Defined

There are overlapping responsibilities among the recognized areas of dental practice. However, as a
matter of principle, a specialist should not routinely perform procedures that are beyond the scope of
that particular specialty.

In the state of Illinois, the law requires that a dentist hold a specialty license in a recognized specialty
in order to be acknowledged as a specialist in that area of dental practice. The Illinois Dental Practice
Act presently licenses six dental specialties

Endodontics
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics
Pediatric Dentistry
Periodontics
Prosthodontics

While the American Dental Association formally recognizes three additional specialty areas of dental
practice Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology, Dental Public Health, and Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology
these currently are not licensed specialties in the state of Illinois.

Endodontics is the branch of dentistry concerned with the morphology, physiology and pathology of the
human dental pulp and periradicular tissues. Its study and practice encompass the basic and clinical
sciences including biology of the normal pulp, the etiology, diagnosis, prevention and treatment of
diseases and injuries of the pulp and associated periradicular conditions. (Adopted by ADA, December
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1983)

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery is the specialty of dentistry that includes the diagnosis, surgical and
adjunctive treatment of diseases, injuries and defects involving both the functional and esthetic aspects
of the hard and soft tissues of the oral and maxillofacial region. (Adopted by ADA, October 1990)

Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics is that area of dentistry concerned with the supervision,
guidance and correction of the growing or mature dentofacial structures, including those conditions that
require movement of teeth or correction of malrelationships and malformations of their related structures
and the adjustment of relationships between and among teeth and facial cones by the application of
forces and/or the stimulation and redirection of functional forces within the craniofacial complex. Major
responsibilities of orthodontic practice include the diagnosis, prevention, interception and treatment of all
forms of malocclusion of the teeth and associated alterations in their surrounding structures; the design,
application and control of functional and corrective appliances; and the guidance of the dentition and its
supporting structures to attain and maintain optimum occlusal relationships in physiologic and esthetic
harmony among facial and cranial structures. (Definition Adopted by ADA, December 1980) (Designation
Adopted b y ADA, October 1994)

Pediatric Dentistry is an agedefined specialty that provides both primary and comprehensive
preventative and therapeutic oral health care for infants and children through adolescence, including
those with special health care needs.(Adopted by ADA, 1995)

Periodontics is that specialty of dentistry encompassing the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of
diseases of the supporting and surrounding tissues of the teeth or their substitutes and the maintenance
of the health, function and esthetics of these structures and tissues. (Adopted by ADA, December 1992)

Prosthodontics is that branch of dentistry pertaining to the restoration and maintenance of oral
functions, comfort, appearance and health of the patient by the restoration of natural teeth and/or the
replacement of missing teeth and contiguous oral and maxillofacial tissues with artificial substitutes.
(Adopted by ADA, May 1976)

Dental Public Health is the science and art of preventing and controlling dental diseases and promoting
dental health through organized community efforts. It is that form of dental practice that serves the
community as a patient rather than the individual. It is concerned with the dental health education of the
public, with applied dental research, and with the administration of group dental care programs as well
as the prevention and control of dental diseases on a community basis. (Adopted by ADA, May 1976)

Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology is the specialty of dentistry and discipline of pathology that deals with
the nature, identification, and management of diseases affecting the oral and maxillofacial regions. It is a
science that investigates the causes, processes, and effects of these diseases. The practice of oral
pathology includes research and diagnosis of diseases using clinical, radiographic, microscopic,
biochemical, or other examinations. (Adopted by ADA, May 1991)TSBDE Stakeholder Meeting Materials 67
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Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology is the specialty of dentistry and discipline of radiology concerned with
the production and interpretation of images and data produced by all modalities of radiant energy that
are used for the diagnosis and management of diseases, disorders and conditions of the oral and
maxillofacial region. (Adopted by ADA, April 2001)

DDS vs. DMD

A DDS denotes doctor of dental surgery, while DMD denotes doctor of dental medicine. These indicate
the degree awarded upon graduation from dental school to become a general dentist. There is no
difference between the two degrees; dentists who have a DMD or DDS have the same education.
Universities have the prerogative to determine what degree is awarded. Both degrees use the same
curriculum requirements set by the American Dental Association's Commission on Dental Accreditation.
Generally, three or more years of undergraduate education plus four years of dental school is required
to graduate and become a general dentist. State licensing boards accept either degree as equivalent,
and both degrees allow licensed individuals to practice the same scope of general dentistry. Additional
postgraduate training is required to become a dental specialist, such as an orthodontist, periodontist or
oral and maxillofacial surgeon.
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(225 ILCS 25/11) (from Ch. 111, par. 2311) 
    (Section scheduled to be repealed on January 1, 2026) 
    Sec. 11. Types of dental licenses. The Department shall have the authority to
issue the following types of licenses: 
    (a) General licenses. The Department shall issue a license authorizing practice
as a dentist to any person who qualifies for a license under this Act. 
    (b) Specialty licenses. The Department shall issue a license authorizing practice
as a specialist in any particular branch of dentistry to any dentist who has
complied with the requirements established for that particular branch of dentistry
at the time of making application. The Department shall establish additional
requirements of any dentist who announces or holds himself or herself out to the
public as a specialist or as being specially qualified in any particular branch of
dentistry. 
    No dentist shall announce or hold himself or herself out to the public as a
specialist or as being specially qualified in any particular branch of dentistry
unless he or she is licensed to practice in that specialty of dentistry. 
    The fact that any dentist shall announce by card, letterhead or any other form of
communication using terms as "Specialist," "Practice Limited To" or "Limited to
Specialty of" with the name of the branch of dentistry practiced as a specialty, or
shall use equivalent words or phrases to announce the same, shall be prima facie
evidence that the dentist is holding himself or herself out to the public as a
specialist. 
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(225 ILCS 25/45) (from Ch. 111, par. 2345) 
    (Section scheduled to be repealed on January 1, 2026) 
    Sec. 45. Advertising. The purpose of this Section is to authorize and regulate
the advertisement by dentists of information which is intended to provide the public
with a sufficient basis upon which to make an informed selection of dentists while
protecting  the  public  from  false  or  misleading  advertisements  which  would  detract
from the fair and rational selection process. 
    Any dentist may advertise the availability of dental services in the public media
or on the premises where such dental services are rendered. Such advertising shall
be limited to the following information: 
        (a) The dental services available; 
        (b) Publication of the dentist's name, title, office
    hours, address and telephone;
        (c) Information pertaining to his or her area of

    
specialization,  including  appropriate  board  certification  or  limitation  of
professional practice;

        (d) Information on usual and customary fees for

    
routine  dental  services  offered,  which  information  shall  include  notification
that fees may be adjusted due to complications or unforeseen circumstances;

        (e) Announcement of the opening of, change of,
    absence from, or return to business;
        (f) Announcement of additions to or deletions from
    professional dental staff;
        (g) The issuance of business or appointment cards; 
        (h) Other information about the dentist, dentist's

    

practice  or  the  types  of  dental  services  which  the  dentist  offers  to  perform
which  a  reasonable  person  might  regard  as  relevant  in  determining  whether  to
seek  the  dentist's  services.  However,  any  advertisement  which  announces  the
availability  of  endodontics,  pediatric  dentistry,  periodontics,  prosthodontics,
orthodontics  and  dentofacial  orthopedics,  oral  and  maxillofacial  surgery,  or
oral  and  maxillofacial  radiology  by  a  general  dentist  or  by  a  licensed
specialist  who  is  not  licensed  in  that  specialty  shall  include  a  disclaimer
stating that the dentist does not hold a license in that specialty.

    Any dental practice with more than one location that enrolls its dentist as a
participating provider in a managed care plan's network must verify electronically
or  in  writing  to  the  managed  care  plan  whether  the  provider  is  accepting  new
patients  at  each  of  the  specific  locations  listing  the  provider.  The  health  plan
shall remove the provider from the directory in accordance with standard practices
within 10 business days after being notified of the changes by the provider. Nothing
in this paragraph shall void any contractual relationship between the provider and
the plan.
        It  is  unlawful  for  any  dentist  licensed  under  this  Act  to  do  any  of  the
following: 
        (1) Use claims of superior quality of care to entice
    the public.
        (2) Advertise in any way to practice dentistry
    without causing pain.
        (3) Pay a fee to any dental referral service or other

    
third party who advertises a dental referral service, unless all advertising of
the  dental  referral  service  makes  it  clear  that  dentists  are  paying  a  fee  for
that referral service.

        (4) Advertise or offer gifts as an inducement to

    

secure  dental  patronage.  Dentists  may  advertise  or  offer  free  examinations  or
free dental services; it shall be unlawful, however, for any dentist to charge a
fee  to  any  new  patient  for  any  dental  service  provided  at  the  time  that  such
free examination or free dental services are provided.
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        (5) Use the term "sedation dentistry" or similar

    
terms  in  advertising  unless  the  advertising  dentist  holds  a  valid  and  current
permit  issued  by  the  Department  to  administer  either  general  anesthesia,  deep
sedation, or conscious sedation as required under Section 8.1 of this Act.

    This Act does not authorize the advertising of dental services when the offeror
of  such  services  is  not  a  dentist.  Nor  shall  the  dentist  use  statements  which
contain  false,  fraudulent,  deceptive  or  misleading  material  or  guarantees  of
success, statements which play upon the vanity or fears of the public, or statements
which promote or produce unfair competition. 
    A dentist shall be required to keep a copy of all advertisements for a period of
3 years. All advertisements in the dentist's possession shall indicate the accurate
date and place of publication. 
    The Department shall adopt rules to carry out the intent of this Section. 
(Source: P.A. 99329, eff. 1116.)
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TITLE 68: PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS 
CHAPTER VII: DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

SUBCHAPTER b: PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
PART 1220 ILLINOIS DENTAL PRACTICE ACT 

SECTION 1220.310 APPLICATIONS

 
Section 1220.310  Applications
 

a)         An applicant for licensure as a dental specialist must be currently licensed as a
dentist in Illinois and must file an application.  The application shall include the
following:
 
1)         Certification of completion of dental specialty training in accordance with

subsection (b);
 
2)         The fee required in Section 1220.415(a)(2).

 
b)         To qualify for licensure as a specialist in endodontics, pediatric dentistry,

prosthodontics, periodontics, oral and maxillofacial radiology, or orthodontics and
dentofacial orthopedics, the applicant must submit, in addition to the requirements
of subsection (a), records, certified by the director of the program, showing that the
applicant has successfully completed a course of study of not less than 2 academic
years in a program approved by the Division in the dental specialty he or she
proposes to practice.

 
c)         To further qualify for licensure as a specialist in oral and maxillofacial surgery, the

applicant must submit, in addition to the requirements of subsection (a), the
following:
 
1)         The oral and maxillofacial surgery application must contain evidence that

the applicant has successfully completed a 4 year (48 months) period of
training in oral and maxillofacial surgery in a school and/or hospital
approved by the Division. A minimum of 30 months shall be in clinical oral
and maxillofacial surgery.  The schedule shall include 24 months of fulltime
hospital training in an acceptable oral and maxillofacial surgery residency
program. Not less than 4 months of this period must be devoted to training in
anesthesiology.

 
2)         Certified records are required from the Dean of the dental school or the head

of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Department of the hospital or clinic in
which the oral and maxillofacial surgery training took place.  The records
must attest to the individual's successful completion of the program.
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d)         After July 1, 1994, periodontic specialty programs shall be 3 consecutive academic

years with a minimum of 30 months of instruction.  At least 2 consecutive years of
clinical education must take place in a single educational setting. Applicants who
completed periodontic specialty training prior to July 1, 1994, shall have
successfully completed a course of study of not less than 2 academic years in a
program approved by the Division.

 
e)         The Division shall accept those specialty education providers accredited, at the time

the education was obtained, by CODA.
 
(Source:  Amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 15907, effective July 25, 2014)
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§ 1054. Recognized Dental Specialty Boards and Associations.
16 CA ADC § 1054

BARCLAYS OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

For purposes of this article and Section 651 of the Code, the board recognizes those dental specialty boards which are affiliated with
specialties recognized by the American Dental Association, including: American Board of Dental Public Health; American Board of
Endodontics; American Board of Oral Pathology; American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery; American Board of Orthodontics;
American Board of Pediatric Dentistry; American Board of Periodontology; and American Board of Prosthodontics. The board also
recognizes those boards that require two or more years of training in a formal advanced education program affiliated with a school of
dentistry or medicine that follows educational guidelines developed by the Council on Dental Education of the American Dental
Association, dated January 1975, which are hereby incorporated by reference.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 651 and 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 651, Business and Professions
Code.
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1. New section filed 4242000; operative 5242000 (Register 2000, No. 17).
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§ 1054.1. Advertising Credentials.
16 CA ADC § 1054.1

BARCLAYS OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

(a) A dentist may advertise that he or she has credentials from one of the dental specialty boards recognized by the Board of Dental
Examiners of the State of California, pursuant to Section 1054.

(b) A dentist may not advertise credentials granted by a private or public board or parent association which is not recognized
pursuant to Section 1054, unless:

(1) The private or public board or parent association which grants the credentials currently requires:

(A) Successful completion of an oral and written examination based on psychometric principles; and

(B) Training and experience subsequent to successful completion of (A) above, to assure competent practice in the dental
discipline as determined by the private or public board or parent association which grants the credentials.

(2) Any advertisement which references the dentist's credentials shall include the following statement: “[Name of announced
dental discipline] is a discipline not recognized as a dental specialty by the Board of Dental Examiners of the State of California”.

(3) The dentist discloses that he or she is a general dentist in any advertising which references the dentist's credentials.

(c) Subdivision (b)(1)(B) shall not be construed to prohibit a dentist from advertising credentials on the basis that the credentials were
granted without examination if the credentials were granted prior to 1985.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 651 and 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 651, Business and Professions
Code.

HISTORY

1. New section filed 4242000; operative 5242000 (Register 2000, No. 17).

2. Change without regulatory effect repealing subsection (b)(1)(A), relettering subsections and amending newly designated
subsection (b)(1)(B) and subsections (b)(2)(3) filed 11152000 pursuant to section 100, title 1, California Code of Regulations
(Register 2000, No. 46).
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§ 1054.2. Advertising as a Specialist.
16 CA ADC § 1054.2

BARCLAYS OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

A dentist may not advertise that he or she is a “specialist” unless he or she is certified or eligible for certification by a dental specialty
board recognized pursuant to Section 1054.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 651 and 1614, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 651, Business and Professions
Code.

HISTORY

1. New section filed 4242000; operative 5242000 (Register 2000, No. 17).
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