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TEXAS STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS

    333 Guadalupe, Tower 3, Suite 800, Austin, Texas 78701-3942

            Phone (512) 463-6400       Fax (512) 463-7452
Board Meeting Minutes – August 22, 2003

1.  CALL TO ORDER:   Dr. Tippit called the meeting of the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners to order on August 22, 2003.  The time was 8:05 a.m.

2.  ROLL CALL:  Dr. Irons called the roll.  It was noted for the record that a quorum was present.  


a.  Committee Members Present:


Dr. Nathaniel Tippit
Chair



Dr. J. Kevin Irons
Secretary



Ms. Tammy Allen, RDH
Member



Mr. Oscar Garcia
Public Member



Dr. James Kennedy
Member



Dr. Gary McDonald
Member



Ms. Helen McKibben, RDH
Member



Dr. Martha Malik
Member



Dr. Norman Mason
Member



Ms. Marti Morgan
Public Member



Ms. Phyllis Stine
Public Member



Dr. Paul Stubbs
Member



Dr. George Strunk
Member



Dr. Juan Villarreal
Member



Mr. Charles Wetherbee
Public Member



b.  Members Absent:



Ms. Amy Juba
Public Member (Excused)



Dr. Kent Starr
Member (Excused)


c.  SBDE Staff Present:


Mr. Schmidt
Executive Director



Mr. Ben Ablon
Director of Enforcement



Mr. Fread Houston
General Counsel



Ms. Carol  McPherson
Director of Administration, Finance and Personnel



Ms. Sherri Sanders
Director of Licensing and Examinations



Ms. Vicki Shoesmith
Executive Assistant


d.  Others Present:


Ms. Joanne Wineinger
Texas Dental Assistants Association



Dr. Larry Spradley
Texas Dental Association



Mr. Jay Bond
Texas Dental Association



Mr. Kim Roberson
Pharmacy Recovery Network



Mr. Bill Hull
Pharmacy Recovery Network



Ms. Alicia Grant
Texas Dental Hygienists’ Association



Mr. Jerry Valdez
PN



Ms. Renee Cornett
Dental Hygiene Advisory Committee



Ms. A. McDonald
Visitor



Ms. S. Kennedy
Visitor

3.  REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES.  The Committee reviewed the minutes.  

A MOTION BY DR. McDONALD, SECONDED BY DR. STRUNK TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 20, 2003 MEETING.  (FOR - 15 - OPPOSED - 0)  MOTION CARRIES

4.  APPEARANCES BEFORE THE BOARD.   Appearing before the Board is Mr. Robert (Bob) Hull, M.Th., LCDC who will serve as the Peer Assistance Program Director.  Mr. Hull provided the Board a review of his credentials and professional background in providing peer assistance services.  Mr. Hull covered his current program structure, treatment program and method of announcing his services.  Dr. Tippit made known that 

Dr. Strunk should continue to serve as liaison to the Peer Assistant Program.

5.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:


a.
Licensing Committee.  Dr. Malik reported that the Licensing Committee met on August 21, 2003.  

A quorum of the committee members were present.  Dr. Malik shared that presentations were given by Prometric and the UT Distance Learning Center on the registration of Dental Assistants.  It was decided these two organizations could combine efforts to meet our needs and both have been asked to present again at the October committee meeting.  Dr. Malik also reported that additions have been adopted to the Radiology Manual and that discussion was held on mandatory jurisprudence, in particular the need for Licensees to become more familiar with rules and regulations.  Dr. Malik covered a proposed motion to require a Jurisprudence Course as a component of regional continuing education, required every three years which has been tabled pending further discussion and development of rules.


b.
Enforcement Committee.  



(1)  Dr. Irons reported that the Enforcement Committee met on August 21, 2003.  A quorum of Committee members were present.   Dr. Irons reported statistics from the Enforcement and Legal Division Reports then shared the Legal Division Goals and Strategies for FY04.  He further reported discussion brought forth by the Pedodontists on finding the appropriate age for getting a baseline blood pressure.  Dr. McDonald will research this issue and report his findings to the Enforcement Committee at the October Meeting.   



(2)  Rule 108.8, Records of the Dentist.  This  rule has been tabled, subsequent to receiving a report from Dr. McDonald in October.


c.
Data Base Ad-Hoc Committee.  Ms. Sanders reported that no formal action has been taken 

on this issue; however, due to budget constraints and the need realign priorities to obtain money to implement the Dental Assistant Program, she has met with Northrop-Grumman, who manages the SBDE data base, and 

has proposed they develop a new Enforcement data base, and further requested a review into the possibility of combining both the Enforcement and Licensing data bases for one price.  Northrop-Grumman is currently developing a pilot program/demonstration for our review.  Dr. Tippit encouraged the Board to provide input to Dr. McDonald or Ms. Sanders in an effort to further enhance our business processes.


d.
Examination Ad-Hoc Committee.  Dr. Villarreal reported to the Board that this committee is still in the process of evaluating the Southern Regional Testing Service (SRTS) and North Eastern Regional Board (NERB) examinations to determine if this Board will accept them.  The Committee is currently developing a method of observing these exams and should be providing a report at the October meeting.  

Dr. Villarreal provided comment on the Central Regional Dental Testing Service (CRDTS) Test, stating that this Board does accept it; however, we are not currently a member.  He did however state that the fee to join is nominal and that the committee is considering a recommendation to  become a member in an effort to contribute opinion to this program.  Dr. Villarreal further added that the Western Regional Examination Board (WREB) has a high standard and is very impressed with their exams.   

Dr. Tippit reiterated the spirit of the Sunset Advisory Commission’s request and encouraged the Board to be proactive on the increase of manpower in the State of Texas. He further added that the SBDE should be taking steps to ensure the SRTS and NERB exams meet our minimum standards.  Dr. Malik added a concern surrounding coverage of dental health care in the less-populated areas of the State and that it appears providers moving to Texas are establishing practice in the larger cities, i.e., San Antonio, Austin, Houston, etc. and suggested the Committee examine the possibility of establishing a financial incentive to encourage providers to establish residency and practice in those less-populated areas.


e.
Medicaid Fraud Ad-Hoc Committee.  Dr. McDonald reported that no action has been taken on Governor Perry’s concern regarding Medicaid Fraud.  This item has been tabled for discussion at a later date.


f.
Staff Dentist Search Ad-Hoc Committee.   Dr. Irons reported that this committee has not met yet; however, they have began the process of determining the criteria in selecting a staff dentist, i.e., credentials, training, best assets.

6.  RULES


a.  Rule 108.8, Records of the Dentist.  Reference Paragraph 5b(2) above.  TABLED FOR DISCUSSION AT THE OCTOBER 2003 MEETING.


b.  Rule 117.1, Exemptions.  THE MOTION MADE BY DR. McDONALD, SECONDED BY DR. STUBBS (FOR – 16 – OPPOSED –0) TO ADOPT RULE 117.1, EXEMPTIONS WAS CARRIED AND LATER RESCINDED PENDING FURTHER ACTION ON RULES 117.2 AND 117.3.  (FOR – 15 – OPPOSED –0)  


c.  Rule 117.2, Faculty Licensure – Dentist.  Dr. Tippit has tabled this rule for discussion, referring it back to the Licensing Committee to review the wording of 117.2(a)(3) and tighten up the language on 117.2(f), defining the concept of “private practice” consistent with what the Committee feels the intent of the legislation is.  TABLED FOR DISCUSSION AT THE OCTOBER 2003 MEETING.


d.  Rule 117.3, Faculty Licensure – Dental Hygienist.  Dr. Tippit tabled this rule for later discussion, referring it back to the Licensing Committee for further view.  TABLED FOR DISCUSSION AT THE OCTOBER 2003 MEETING.

e.  Rule 107.63, Informal Disposition.  NO BOARD ACTION NECESSARY.

7.  LICENSING AND EXAMINATION DIVISION REPORT


a.  Permits.  



(1)  Application for Anesthesia Permits.  Dr. McDonald presented a brief history on this issue followed by a motion that the Board consider appointing two positions to review a completed application for a permit and issue a temporary permit so individuals can practice within the scope of the law, followed by a Board vote to

issue a permanent permit.  Dr. Tippit directed the SBDE staff to draft amendments to the appropriate rules to allow provisional approval and present these amendments at the October meeting.  A MOTION BY DR. MCDONALD, SECONDED BY MR. WETHERBEE TO TABLE THIS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE OCTOBER 2003 MEETING.  (FOR – 15 – OPPOSED – 0) MOTION CARRIES


(2)  Parenteral Anesthesia Permits.  A MOTION BY DR. MCDONALD, SECONDED BY MR. WETHERBEE TO APPROVE 26 PARENTERAL SEDATION/ANESTHESIA APPLICATION FOR ANESTHESIA PERMITS.  (FOR – 15 – OPPOSED – 0)  MOTION CARRIES


(3)  Nitrous Oxide Permit Applications.  A MOTION BY DR. MCDONALD, SECONDED BY 

MR. GARCIA TO APPROVE 75 APPLICATIONS FOR 103 ENTERAL CONSCIOUS SEDATION PERMITS.  (FOR - 15 – OPPOSED – 0) MOTION CARRIES



(4)  Enteral Conscious Sedation Permits.  A MOTION BY DR. MCDONALD, SECONDED BY 

DR. VILLARREAL TO APPROVE 16 APPLICATIONS FOR 103 NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION PERMITS.  (FOR - 15 – OPPOSED – 0) MOTION CARRIES


(5)  Enteral Nitrous Oxide Permits.  A MOTION BY DR. MCDONALD, SECONDED BY 

DR. IRONS TO APPROVE THE APPLICATIONS FOR 73 ENTERAL/NITROUS OXIDE PERMITS.  

(FOR - 15 – OPPOSED – 0) MOTION CARRIES


b.  Licensing and Examination Division Report.  Ms. Sanders announced that the 4th Quarter report will 

be provided to the Board at the October 2003 Board Meeting.  She then provided a review of her work with 

Texas Online to establish a professional profiling system on the Texas Online web site.  She further reported that the Board would be responsible for populating fields such as the name, date of birth, etc., will have authority to terminate access to records due to emergency revocation or suspension and that participants will be directed to the SBDE if they have questions or problems.  Ms. Sanders also stated that only active and expired licenses will be accessible and that licensee’s will be solely responsible for record accuracy and updating the agency and licensee access will begin on August 31, 2003 and public access will begin on January 1, 2004.  

Ms. Sanders also reported that the Department of Information Resources will provide notification to licensees, via postcard, announcing the site and how to use it.  Ms. Sanders closed her report by stating she has been appointed to a steering committee to look into online licensure application which could come to fruition in 2004.

8.  ENFORCEMENT DIVISION REPORT.    Mr. Ablon presented the June and July 2003 Monthly Activity Report, the Case Aging Report for July and highlighted the Closed/Dismissed Cases for June and July 2003.  He also reported that the Enforcement Division it has met its goal of processing all FY 2002 cases and currently working on only FY03 cases.  He further reported that four Investigators attended a Drug Diversion Training held by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration with attendees coming away with new methodology in handling cases and networking with Federal, State and County agencies.  Mr. Ablon shared that since 1999 incoming complaints are up over 60%.  With the addition of two new Investigators to the Houston area, he is hopeful that the Enforcement Division will be able to handle cases more efficiently.  

9.  ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION REPORT.  


a.  Ms. McPherson presented the FY03 Budget Review for the Third Quarter which reflected 13% funding remains in the budget with 8% left in the year.  Her report on Travel funds reflects 34% remaining in the budget with vouchers yet to be processed for the August Board Meeting and Investigator vouchers for the last two months.  Ms. McPherson anticipates that there will be funds left over in the Travel Budget after these deductions are made.  She also reported on the comparison of expenditures to revenue collected for FY03, stating that expenditures totaled $1.4 million and a excess of revenue over expenditures amounted to $499,889.


b.  Ms. McPherson presented the report on Actual Performance for Output/Efficiency Measures for the Third Quarter.  Fourth Quarter statistics will be presented at the October 2003 meeting.

10.  LEGAL DIVISION REPORT.  


a.  Agreed Settlement Orders.  Mr. Houston presented 27 Board Orders that addressed 33 Agreed Settlement Order Cases to the Board for approval.  

	#
	ASO #
	MOTIONED
	SECOND
	VOTE
	ACTION

	1.
	00-322-0313
	Dr. Kennedy
	Ms. Allen
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	2.
	01-483-0410
	Dr. Mason
	Dr. Stubbs
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	3.
	01-453-0323
	Dr. Strunk
	Dr. Mason
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	4.
	02-233-1213
	Dr. Stubbs
	Dr. Kennedy
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	5.
	02-309-0118
	Dr. Mason
	Dr. Strunk
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	
	02-336-0129
	
	
	
	

	6.
	02-327-0125
	Mr. Wetherbee
	Dr. Stubbs
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	7.
	02-383-0213
	Dr. Kennedy
	Dr. Strunk
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	8.
	02-515-0404
	Dr. Strunk
	Dr. Villarreal
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	
	02-537-0412
	
	
	
	

	9.
	02-582-0430
	Dr. Kennedy
	Mr. Garcia
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	10.
	02-595-0503
	Dr. Stubbs
	Mc. McKibben
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	11.
	02-640-0522
	Dr. Mason
	Dr. Villarreal
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	12.
	02-891-0830
	Dr. Stubbs
	Dr. McDonald
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	13.
	02-886-0829
	Dr. Strunk
	Dr. Kennedy
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	14.
	03-624-0909
	Mr. Wetherbee
	Dr. Mason
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	15.
	01-715-0731
	Mr. Wetherbee
	Dr. Strunk
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	16.
	02-657-0630
	Mr. Wetherbee
	Ms. Stine
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	
	02-732-0701
	
	
	
	

	17.
	02-573-0425
	Ms. McKibben
	Mr. Wetherbee
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	18.
	01-351-0213
	Mc. McKibben
	Dr. Kennedy
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	19.
	02-585-0430
	Dr. Kennedy
	Mr. Wetherbee
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	20.
	01-589-0531
	Dr. Stubbs
	Dr. Mason
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	21.
	02-632-0515
	Ms. McKibben
	Mr. Wetherbee
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	22.
	01-504-0419
	Dr. Stubbs
	Mr. Garcia
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	
	03-434-0211
	
	
	
	

	
	03-017-0906
	
	
	
	

	23.
	01-450-0322
	Dr. Kennedy
	Dr. Mason
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	24.
	01-460-0327
	Mr. Wetherbee
	Dr. Kennedy
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	
	03-015-0906
	
	
	
	

	25.
	03-141-1021
	Dr. Stubbs
	Mr. Wetherbee
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	26.
	01-036-0912
	Dr. Kennedy
	Dr. Mason
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries

	27.
	02-689-0606
	Mr. Wetherbee
	Mr. Garcia
	For – 12 / Opposed – 0
	Motion Carries



b.  Letters of Dismissal.  Mr. Houston presented 24 Letters of Dismissal to the Board for approval.  


1.
02-824-0805
13.
01-188-1113


2.
02-804-0729
14.
02-023-0912


3.
02-466-0313
15.
00-571-0707


4.
01-573-0524
16.
01-381-0226


5.
02-889-0829
17.
01-076-0928


6.
01-603-0608
18.
01-013-0928


7.
01-444-0319
19.
01-285-0112


8.
01-154-1030
20.
01-423-309 & 02-527-0410


9.
01-496-0417
21.
01-645-0703 & 02-459-0312 & 02-759-0715


10.
01-706-0731
22.
00-071-1014


11.
01-020-0928
23.
01-519-0424


12.
02-624-0515
24.
01-550-0514

A MOTION BY DR. STUBBS, SECONDED BY DR. STRUNK TO APPROVE THE LETTERS OF DISMISSAL.  (FOR –15 – OPPOSED – 0)  MOTION CARRIES


c.  General Report.  Mr. Houston presented the Legal Division Goals and Strategies for FY 2004.   He also announced the approval of hiring two additional attorneys after September 1, 2003 to assist in case resolution.  Mr. Houston further added that General Call Dockets will serve as a method to efficiently handle dismissals of non-prosecutable and non-meritorious cases.  

Mr. Garcia asked about the Legal Division SOAH Strategies and protocols.  Mr. Houston stated that respondents currently have approximately 30 days to take action on Informal Settlement Conference Panel recommendations and if they do not, or are not in the process of negotiating that order within those 30 days, cases are then transferred to the SOAH track and placed on a priority schedule.  Mr. Houston closed the discussion by reporting that there are approximately 165 cases on the SOAH track at this time.  

Mr. Houston concluded his report by stating that the Legal Division is giving higher priority to the resolution 

of cases involving serious failures to meet the standard of care and reporting July Legal Division Case Report statistics. 

11.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  Dr. Tippit reported that an Emergency Meeting of the Executive Committee was held on August 21, 2003 to discuss and consider a request by the SBDE staff to temporarily suspend Texas License #5844 pursuant to Section 263.004 of the Texas Occupations Code.  After considerable discussion a vote ensued showing 0 – For and 4 Opposed.  

12.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT.  Mr. Schmidt presented the Board with the Executive Director’s Report covering the items listed below.  He also requested Board Members update their professional and personal information on documentation placed in their Board Books and to submit all travel vouchers for reimbursement to Ms. McPherson as soon as possible so that fiscal year-end books can be closed.  


a.  Peer Assistance Program.  Mr. Schmidt covered the bid process and stated the award was given to 

the Texas Pharmacy Association/Pharmacy Recovery Network, Mr. Robert Hull, Th.M., LCDC, Director.  

Mr. Schmidt further reported that the bid from the Texas Peer Assistant Program for Nurses was rejected 

due to late submission and that the Texas Peer Assistance Program did not submit a bid.  Speaking on the new Peer Assistant Program, Mr. Schmidt reported his work with Mr. Hull and other state agencies to incorporate 

a training program for Board Members on the Peer Assistance which educates Members on its mission, philosophy, scope and functions, as well as organizational aspects and service population demographics.  

This training would be at little, or no cost, to Board Members and would possibly be held in the January 

2004 timeframe.  


b.  Executive Assistant Introduction.  Mr. Schmidt introduced and welcomed aboard his new Executive 

Assistant, Vicki Shoesmith.  


c.  Fiscal Year 2004 Budget.  



(1)  Division Impact.  




(a)
Staffing.  Mr. Schmidt met with SBDE Division Directors to review the budget and together, 

decided two attorneys and two investigators will be added to the staff to help to alleviate the backlog of cases and reduce the number of days in resolving complaints.  The Licensing Division will see a clerical position created to assist with the Dental Assistant Program.  Mr. Schmidt continued stating that another cost-saving measure involves the consolidation of two IT Systems Support Associates between the eight small agencies 

in the Health Professions Council.  

The salary of the Mr. Hurdle, SBDE IT Systems Support, will be divided between the eight agencies with 

the SBDE covering 25 percent and the other agencies covering 75 percent.  Mr. Schmidt also reported the consolidation of Human Resources and Financial Management to come in the future.  




(b)  Technology.  Mr. Schmidt reported that the Enforcement and Licensing data bases would 

be upgraded, and perhaps combined, to handle the accurate reporting of over 1,000 complaint statistics and 

accommodate the incorporation of over 20,000 dental assistants, respectively.  



(c)
Administrative.  Mr. Schmidt reported that additional funds were added to the budget to cover the cost of producing the Radiology Manuals and indicated the price may be increased to recoup the expense. 




(d)  Travel.  Mr. Schmidt announced that he will not be attending the AADE Meeting in 

San Francisco in an effort to save funds; however, will attend the AADE Meeting held in Chicago in the 

Spring of 2004.



(2)  Board Impact.  




(a)  Meetings.  Mr. Schmidt asked the Board to consider restructuring its meetings and conduct them quarterly versus five times a year.  The elimination of one meeting would save funds and provide the Legal Division additional time to convene more Informal Settlement Conferences.  




(b)  Office Change and Appointments.  Mr. Schmidt reported his conversation with Amy Erban of the Governor’s Appointment Office who announced effective September 1, 2003, the office of President of the SBDE will no longer exist per SB263.  The new position will be replaced by the office of Presiding Officer and will no longer be elected – rather it will be appointed by the Governor.  Mr. Schmidt also reported that 

Dr. McDonald’s seat and that of Dr. Starr have been removed and effective September 1, 2003, Dr. McDonald will take Dr. Kennedy’s seat on this Board, being appointed to a full 6-year term.  


d.  SBDE Website.  Mr. Brian Hurdle presented to the Board the new SBDE website which was launched 

earlier this summer.  His walk-through highlighted the various branches of responsibility within the Licensing 

and Enforcement Divisions, a review of Agency and Publication Information, Licensure Verification and links 

to frequently visited sites related to the SBDE.  Mr. Hurdle closed his presentation, stating the website would be 

updated periodically and improvements made on a daily basis.


e.  Professional Partnerships.  Mr. Schmidt reported that partnerships are continuing to flourish with the 

Texas Dental Association, the Texas Dental Hygiene Association, the Texas Dental Lab Association, the Texas 

Dental Assistant Association, Dental Schools, Dental Hygiene Schools and Educators in the Dental Profession.


f.  Staff Goals/Network.  Mr. Schmidt shared that the staff remains positive and continues to work hard at accomplishing goals and objectives and implement plans to move forward with a positive result in mind. 

12.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT.  Dr. Tippit provided a report to the Board those topics listed below:


a.  Sedation Manual Review.  Dr. McDonald shared with the Board his review of the Parenteral 

and Enteral Sedation Manuals submitted by the TDA and complimented them on a job well done.


b.  WREB Report.  Dr. Malik provided a report to the Board covering the WREB Exam Review Committee for Dental and the WREB Board Meeting.  



(1)  Periodontic and Prosthodontic Examination Changes.  Currently there is a Prosthetics exam and Periodontics exam that may become a computer interactive computer program.  Work on these 

exams is a combined effort on the part of the Western Regional Examining Board, the Central Regional Examining Board and the Southern Regional Examining Board and it is anticipated that this program would become active in about one year.  



(2)  Endodontic Changes.  Dr. Malik also reported a major change in Endodontics this year; stating they will no longer be melting the teeth into the croick blocks, that they will be mounted in an 

endodont arch and put into a mannequin or a typodont situation and it will be either an upper or lower 

type.  She also reported that Personal Digital Assistants will not be used next year.  



(3)  ERC Board Meeting.  Dr. Malik reported on the ERC Board of Directors meeting.  She reported that WREB is working on a Skills Assessment which would evaluate a practioner’s readiness to return to practice following a prolonged absence from the profession, a rehabilitation for substance abuse, or as a 

part of a board stipulation or other reasons for limited assessment.  She further stated that nothing has been decided upon yet; however, the cognitive would be to recommend the North Eastern Regional Board Dental Simulated Clinical Exercise.  There would be a with a typodont experience, a 2-surface amalgam preparation finish and indirect preparation of a temporary and experience on a live patient a direct amalgam preparation and finish.  Only going to a live patient after a typodont part.  Dr. Malik reported a slight increase in test fees - $30 for Dental and $10 for Dental Hygiene with no increase in the areas of Anesthesia and Restorative in Dental Hygiene.  She also added that a passing score for the Dental Hygiene Exam has been raised from 70 to 75 percent, adjusted within the test.  Ms. Allen added that the Dental Hygiene Exam has been completely changed. 



(4)  Continued Competency.  Dr. Malik indicated to the Board that she will be looking for more information on this topic and report back to the Board.  



(5)  New WREB Test Sites.  Dr. Malik reported that two Eastern schools have requested to be WREB sites for next year.  The University of Connecticut and Temple University.



(6)  AADE Request.  Dr. Malik shared that she was sent a letter from the AADE asking if the SBDE wants to send any information to contribute to their open forum, e.g., pending legislation, new board rules, investigating results, impact of any responses or resolution, changes in board structure or unanticipated problems that made a surprise appearance.  Dr. Tippit stated that he would look over this request and if there 

are any issue worthy of sharing, to discuss them with Mr. Schmidt.  


c.  Certificate of Appreciation.  Dr. Tippit passed around a sample certificate available to the Board for recognizing individuals worthy of recognition.  


d.  Office of Secretary Nominations.  Dr. Tippit announced to the Board that at the October 2003 

Meeting he will entertain declarations from Board Members interested in serving as Secretary to the TSBDE.  He also covered the protocol for declarations, stating that interested individuals will make a declaration at 

the October 2003 Board Meeting followed by their formal declaration and a Secret Ballot vote at the 

January 2004 Meeting.  Votes will be tabulated by the Executive Director and General Counsel followed 

by the announcement of the new Secretary by the Presiding Officer. 


e.  Office Change and Appointments.  Dr. Tippit covered much of what Mr. Schmidt reported on earlier; that the position of President will no longer exist after September 1, 2003, being replaced by the Office of Presiding Officer and that this position will be appointed by the Governor.  

13.  PUBLIC COMMENTS.  Dr. Tippit paid compliment to attendees, Dr. Spradley, Mr. Bond and Ms. Grant and opened the floor for comments.  Ms. Grant shared her appreciation to Mr. Ablon for his quick response in writing an article for publication in the TDHA Newsletter regarding HB875.  Dr. Spradley expressed a concern on behalf of many Dental Assistants who have contacted their office concerned about education and testing and the expense involved.  
14.  Announcements.  


a.  Next Board Meeting.  Dr. Tippit announced that the next TSBDE Board Meeting will be held on Friday, October 31, 2003 


b.  Next Committee Meeting.   Dr. Tippit announced that the Committee Meetings will next be held on Thursday, October 30, 2003.  


c.  Settlement Conferences.  Dr. Tippit announced that the next Settlement Conference will be held on 

October 2-3, 2003 and serving Board Members will be Dr. McDonald, Dr. Villarreal and Ms. Stine.  Dr. Tippit 

asked Dr. Mason to audit one day of the Settlement Conferences.  


d.  Personal Announcements.  Ms. Allen announced that she and her husband are adopting a newborn baby girl during the first part of October 2003.  Dr. Tippit shared that his son took his DAT, scoring in the 

99.3 percentile.  Mr. Garcia thanked Dr. Kennedy for his friendship and contributions to the Board and lastly, together with Dr. Tippit, and others members of the Board, Dr. McDonald presented Dr. Kennedy a gift in appreciation for his long service and commitment to the SBDE.  

15.  ADJOURN.  A MOTION BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY MS. ALLEN TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 1:02 P.M. (FOR – 15 – OPPOSED – 0) MOTION CARRIED.


- SIGNED -
- SIGNED -

DR. NATHANIEL G. TIPPIT



DR. J. KEVIN IRONS


Presiding Officer




Secretary

Texas State Board of Dental Examiners


Texas State Board of Dental Examiners

Date Signed:  October 31, 2003



Date Signed:  September 15, 2003


